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OF THE 


County of Ess Ex. 


nothing affords a 

aft! greater Pleaſure to a Mind 

phat delights in Study and Con- 

— templatiou, than the rural Re- 

The Muſes are baſhful and ſoli- 

tary Ladies, that have a natural Aver- 

ſion to the Noiſe and Tumult of Cities, 

and are never eaſy when abſent from 

their innocent * native Habitation, 
the Country. 
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The DE DICATION. 
Tho" Fortune has not thought fit to iu- 


iv 


dulge me with any little Cottage, that 1 x 


might call my own, I yet have no Reaſon 
ber of Partiality; ſince ſhe has 
nade amenas, by the generous 

Faye io your agreeable Retire- 


, 


* 
£ 
' — 


meuts, tas yet impoſſible for me to forbear 
Nee flectiou only. 

Zou will perhaps imagine, that I am 
addreſſing ſome poetic Fancy to your Pro- 
tection, as have talk'd hitherto, tho? 
very faintly, in the Language of the iu. 


leſs a People than the Romans ; a People, 
in whom you will admire their plain and 
unaffetted Virtue, undiſanifd with the 
falſe Arts of Hlattery and Iuſiuuation; a 
Character that peculiarly diſtinguiſhes the 
Briton, and which is ſo conſpicuous in 
your ſelf. | 

Nothing can be a greater Indication 
of a 8 Mind, thau the not being 
elated with the Acquiſitions of Fortune. 


Riches 


Nor ith Janding my having receiv'd Ha- N 
"of Trom you of a much higher Nature, 
that claim my utmoſt Acknowleag- | 


expatiating upon a Circumſtance that fills 
me with the utmoſt Satisfattion at the bare 


ſpir'd ; but "tis, Sir, a Subjett of ano- 
ther Nature ; tis Hiſtory, and that of no 


The DEDICATION. v 


Riches are ſo apt to ſtiſſe all the tender 
Emotions of Humanity and Compaſſion; to 
make us overlook all the Suffer! ings of 
Men like ourſelves ; that he who has a 
Fund of Virtue great enough to ſtem the 
Tide of Cuſtom, and the too natural Pro- 
penſion of human Nature to triumph 9 
its Fellow-Creatures, deſerves to be pub 
lickly celebrated as a Pattern for the [mid 
tation of all Men. : 

That you are to be rand iu this auſp1- 
cious Number, I myſelf have had the moſt 
CONVINCING Proofs ; as I am a Witneſs t9 
the generous Trouble to which you daily 
pat Yourſelf for the Good of others. And 
thy? Addreſſes of this Nature are generally 
hood upon as ſo many random Fanegy- 
ricks, that will fait any Perſon whom 
Fe lattery all think fit to point out, 1 yet 
am conſcious to myſelf, that what I [peat 
is Fatt. Flattery, maeed, is a Vice that 
prevails but too much in the Wor Id, ou 
then "tis certain, on the other Side , that 
there are ſuch Things in Nature as TH 
and Gratitude, 

As I am not in a Capacity of returnms 
the Favours with whit 5 you have been 
pleas'd to diſtiuguiſh me, "tis with the vt- 
moſt Satisfaction, that I embrace the onty 
Opportunity left me, and like the Peaſant, 


3 Sh 


vi The DE DICAT ION. 

who preſents a little Basket of his choiceſt 
Fruit to his Lord, I, in like manner, of- 
fer this Trifle to you as a ſmall Teſtimony | 
of my Gratitude, 


Go on, Sir, as You, and your Lady have 
egun diſpenſe your Favours with a libe- 


ral Hand, and you will find, that they 
will return upon you with a ſurpriſing In- 
creaſe; by ſweetning all the Cares of Life ; 
giving you the higheſt Satisfaction that 
can poſſibly be taſted in this World; make 
ur Life one uninterrupted Series of | 
Happineſs and Proſperity 3 your Children 
will be the Bleſſings of your future Age, | 
and yourſelf will be conſider'd as a 
Friend to Mankind, as you have already | 
been ina particular Manner, to 


- 
8. 
"I 1 
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” SK 
Nov. 11. 1726. | N. 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


L. 
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The Publiſher to the Reader. 


mT may not be improper to inform 
the Publick, that the following EH 
455 was ſent me by an unknown Hand, 
— together with a Letter, wherein I 
was deſir'd to ſend it to the Preſs. 


I Have perus'd it very carefully, and think 
it writ in the molt exact Method, and with the 
greateſt Accuracy. The Writer traces the Ro- 
nan Story to its Fountain, and beginning with 
Romulus, gives us a juſt and probable Account 
of its moſt remarkable Tranſactions, from thut 
A're to the Diviſion of the Empire ; or to ex- 
preſs it more at large, He gives us a e 
Idea of the whole Roman Empire. What wa 
the Genius of the People under the Goy Went 
oi irs Kings, its Conluls and its Emperors ; 
what Rome was in its Infancy, and how it roſe 
inſenfibly to be the Capital oi the Univerſe; we 
there ſee the Eftablithment of the Common- 
wealth, and the Cauſes of its Ruin; the Foun» 
dation of the Empire by Julius Ceſar, its Settle. 
ment under Auguſtus, the fad Diſorders and dif: 
ferent Revolutions it labour'd under during the 
Reigns of its Succeſſors; and laſtly, its Divi- 
ion by Theodoſins the Gre a, who, in Favour of 
his two Sons, divided it into the Empires of tlic 


A 4 Eaſ 


the whole, I believe, I may affirm, that we! 


viii The Publiſher to the Reader. 


Eaſt and Weſt, —— He appears to have dili- 
gently ſtudied the moſt eminent Greek and Latin 
Authors that have writ upon this Subject, and 
to have extracted the Quinteſſence from them all, 


THE whole is written with great Perſpicuity, 
the Facts are ſo interwoven with one another, 
as not to make a Confuſion, but ſucceed each 
other with great Order and Regularicy. If the 
Stile had been leſs ſwell'd and ſtiſf in ſome Pla- 
ces, it wou'd not have been leſs beautiful; but II 
believe, the great Idca the Author had form'd 
to himſelf of the Romans, made him imagine 
that *twas impoſſible for him to paint their Hi- 
ſtory in too ſtrong and lively Colours. 


HE has borrow'd ſome fine Reflections from 
St. Evremont, and work'd 'em up into the Body 
of his Piece, and has added ſome Notes from] 
Bayle; his own Reflections upon the Springs of 
Action are beautiful and probable. So that in 


have not a better Z/ay upon this Subject in our 
Language. | 


I Have prefix'd a compleat Index, that will 
be of Uſe not only in finding out all the re- 
markable Tranſattions, but alſo the particular 
Times when they happen'd. 


yy 


NE AS ſaid to have brought the Trojans in- 
to Italy. Page 2 
Antquity has always loved to ſet Things in the moſt 
glaring Light. ibid. 
Amulius dethrones his Brother Numitor, King of 
Alba. 
— gives Orders for the throwing of Romulus and 
Remus into the T yber: 7 
Ancus Martius, 4th King of Rome, pee all 
the Virtues of his Grandfather Numa, bends ail his 
Thoughts to Religion, dies the 24th Year of his 
Reign, of Rome 137- 14 
Auguttus, the 24 Emperor of Rome, aſcends the 
Throne, St. Evreraout's Rffections upon him 49, 
&c. his happy Government, had an exquiſite Taſte, 
and a profound Judemeat, great Lover Learning 
and learned Men, 53, his Death, Tear of Rome 
767- IE, 
Aulus Cremutius Cordus baſ.ly put to Death by 
Tiberius. 58 
Agr. ppina, Wiſe to Germanicus, barbaroufly us'd 
by Tiberius, baniſh d into a deſart INand, groes Or 
ders to have her put to Death, aſton hing Inhuma- 


nity of that Emperor. 63 
Adrian, Emp ror of Rome. 98 
Antoninus, Emperor. ibid. 
Arcadius, Empercy, Sou of Theodoſins the Great, 

very effeminate. 102 


Au- 


en 


Happy Lucretia, abet a Speech over it to the Peiple, 


Bayle's Reflections upon the Death of Brutus. 47 


Caligula, 5% Emperor of Rome, as wile a Wretch 


and executes a Plot againſt him, Aecount of it.. 79 


Auguſtulus, Emperor of Rome, ſo calPd in Deriſion, 
the Empire expires in him, - Pape 103 


Ez. 
B 
Birth of Romulus and Remus. | 1 
Brutus (Lucius Junius) brings out the Body oſ the un- 


ſtrives to enflame them 17, drives Tarquin but of 
Rome, changes its Monarchical Government into a 
Common-wealth 18 Mefections upon his Conduct 
19, puts his own Sons to Death in the Forum. 23 
Brutus, Marcus, and others aſſaſſinate Cæſar, Reflec- 
tions upon it 45, &c. flies, ſtabs himſelf, his me- 
morable Reproach of Virtue, Year of Rome. 46 


C 
Conſtantine the Great, 42d Emperor, his illuſtrious 
Actions, founds Conſtantinople, Year of Rome 
1059. | 101 
Conſtantine, Conſtantius and Conſtans, Sens to 
- Conſtantine the Great, their Actions. 101 
Claudius II. Emperor of Rome, a good Prince. 99 


as ever liy'd,Seneca's Reflections upon him 69, in- 
expreſſibly impious, a great Blaſphemer, talks to the 
Statue of Jupiter, his ridiculous Boaſtings, makes 
his Hu ſe Conſul, flatter'd that he is a God '70, 
commits Inceſt 72, the Honours he inſtitutes in Me- 
mory of Drutilla, unheard of Barbarity 73, his ri- 
diculcus Paſſion for the Mocn, his horrid Wiſh 74, 
his Death, Tear of Rome 794. 8 
Caſſius Chærea, Captain of Caligula's Guards, forms 


Clau- 


IN D E X. * 
Claud ius, 5th Roman Emperor, profoundly flupid, 
govern'd by his audacious Wife Meſſalina. 81 
Cunning of the Ancients in the dark Days of Superſti- 
tion, and the Credulity of the Multitude. 
Cuckoldom, a famous Inſtance of it in the Perſan of Sa- 
turninus, whoſe Wife Paulina is artfully debauch'd 
by Mundus, a Roman Knight, 4, &c. 
Conſuls firſt eſtabliſb'd at Rome Anno 245 18 
— their Dignity, Power, &c. 20 
Collatinus, Husband to Lucretia, and Brutus; the 
two firſt Conſuls, the former ſoon depot d. 20 
Clelia, a young Lady of Quality, given in Hoſtage $0 
the Enemy, croſſes the Tyber on Hor ſe- back. 24 
Coriolanus rebels againſt his Country, that had treated 
him it, bis Mother prevails upon him to lay down 
his Arms, Tear of Rome 263. "M6 
Cami.la, a brave Roman. ibid. 
Common uealth of Rome, Reflections upon it. 27, &c. 
Cataline, a baſe Mretch of an illuſtrious Family, con- 
ſpires to ruin the Government. He and his Aſſc- 
ciates drink Wine mix d with human Blood 35, 4 
vanquiſb d, Tear of Rome 691. 35 
Cicero quaſbes Cataline's Conſpiracy. "7 
Cæſar Julius, 1/ Emperor of Rome, is jealous of 
Pompey, his unlimited Ambition, Victories, Bra- 
very and Expedition, enters Rome, defeats Pom- 
pey in Egypt, falls in love with Cleopatra, Queen 
of Egypt, his Soldiers diſpirited, haughiy Conduct, 
murther'd in the Senate, Nar of Rome 710. 36, &c. 


D 


Decius Mus devotes himſelf to the Cod of Hell for the 
Good of his Country. we 


Degeneracy of the Romaus. 34 
Druſus, 


xii INDE X. 0 
Druſus, Son of Tiberius, put to Death by the Her 


cher) of Sejanus. Page 6: Vi 
Y E Ilis, 
Eaſe and Afluence, the Romans abandon themſolve, 
to them. ; 30, &c. 
Empire of Rome founded by Julius Czfar. © + 43K: 
8 | F 
Fiftions invented by the Romans 10 heighten the Me · NLuc 
rits of their Original. 1 b 
Fabii, a numerous Family of illuſtrious Romans. ” 7 


Fabricius, the Roman General, ſends back bound 1 — 
King Pyrrhus his Phyſician that offer d to poiſon 
bim, Tear of Rome 475. : 25 


G 
Germanicus does great Services to Tiberius, comes t) 
2 fatal End in the Midſt of an Arm), Tear of MM: 
Rome 772. | » MK 
Galba, 7th Emperor, extremely covetous, is aſſa(ſ:- 
nated, Tear of Rome 822. 97 WM: 
Gallienus, Emperor of Rome, thirty Emperors elec- ' 
ted at the ſame time. 99 WM: 
Galerius, Emperor of Rome. ibid. 
H 
Horatius Cocles fingly defends a Bridge againſt a WI Nt 


whole Army, & afterwards plunges into the River. 23 
Hannibal, General of the Carthaginians, vanquiſbes 
the Romans, ruin d by too great a Series of Victo- 
ries, gives himſelf up to Eaſe and Indolence at Ca- 
pua, is defeated by the Romans, Tear of Rome 
543» 26 
Hono- 


| INDEX. xi 
Honorius, Emperor, Son of Theodoſius the Great, 


61 very effeminate: Page 102 
lis, Artifice of the Prieſts of that Goddeſs. 5 
Iven any f N 
SCC. K 


ings of Rome, ſome Reflections upon them. 18 


L * 
. Lucretia, a noble Roman Matron, baſely raviſh'd 


by Sextus, Manner of it 16, ſtabs herſelf 17 
24 Leni breaks out with a noble Ardor, 22 


10 — at her laſt Gaſp. 48 
fon WW Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus, taken from the Plough 
25 to command the Romans, conquers his Enemies, and 
returns io his Retirement, Tear of Rome 296. 24 


529 

of Mars falſiy ſaid to be the Father of Romulus, that 
57 the Roman People might be look d upon with Awe 
2 and Veneration. 2 
97 {WMutius Cordus Scævola calmly expoſes his Hand to 
ec- the Flames, Tear of Rome 247. 23 
99 {WManlius Torquatus puts his own Sn to Death for 
id, exceeding his Commiſſion, Tear of Rome 415. 25 


N 

? a Numa Pompilius, 2d King of Rome, for by the 
Romans t0 take the Kingly Government, a Prince 
of a peaceable Temper, turns all his Thoughts to Re. 
ligion, but makes uſe of Artifice, greatly virtuous, 
pretends to have a Correſpondence” with the Nymph 
Egeria, dies the 43d Tear of his Reign, of Rome 
81, 11, 12 

Nero, 


— 
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\ 
11 INDEX | 
Nero” aud Druſus, Sons of Germanicus, inbumanty 
treated by Tiberius, forc'd to eat the Flocks of their 

Bed 63, OD beaten, &c. | 64 
Nero, 6tb Roman Emperor, reigus very juſtly at fuſt, 
© and therefore, the Darling of the — 81, bis 


fine Speech after his 8 82% fine and worthy F 
Saying of bis, is beſet with Flatterers 83, ſcoffs at bis 7 
> Tutor Seneca, and rivals Caligula, purs bis Mother, a 

&c. to Death 84, bis wicked Saying, burns down Part n 

of the City of Rome, labs at it 85, lays the blame 
n the 22 86, Cruelties they ſuffer'd, Nero ( 
" raiſing, the firſt Perſecution 8, bis mean and vulgar [2 
Alion, By, 88. abandons bimſelf to the vileſt and Ro. 
> -moſt ſiupid Debanchery 89, is inſupportable to bim- F 
- ſelf 91, baſely flatter'd 92, great Valuptuouſneſs 93, 
\ #8: abherr'd by all Mex 94, flies in the moſt miſerable 1 
Condition 95, is beip'd to ftab himſeif, Year of Rome WRo 
S822, 9% —— 
| h O Ref 
Otho , 8th Emperor, kills bimſelf , Year of Rome 5 
; 822, \ X | 97 \ 14 
Odoacer, King of the Heruli, enters Italy with a conſi- 1 
Atrable Army, takes Rome, ſbuts uþ Auguſtulus the 
Emperor, in a Caſile, The Empire expires, 103 * 

| p : 
the Grear, Czfar's Rival, endeavours to rain -þe 
_ Czlar's Credit, ſhe: from Rome, and goes into Theſ. 1 

ſaly, vanguiſb d in Pharſalia, flies to Egypt, is baſehy e 

aſſaſſinated there, and his Head carry'd te Cæſar, who 5 
eps as the Sigbr, Lear of Rome about 707, 36, &e, Sy! 

Pharnaces, So of Mithridates, defeated by Cæſar. 41 : 
Platarch's ions upon Czſar. 44 7 
Fompeius Pennus, 4 Senator of an advanc'd Age, Tir 8 ! 
© bexius'; Hanyhry Condat rowards bim. ul 

Rhe: a 


enn | xv - 
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Rhea Silvia, 4 V/ ., Mot her to Romulus and Reame, 

firſt, ber Kratagem. Page 3 
bis WR omulus _y Remus «thrown inc . Tyber 3 the 
rt hy River out e Reſpelt throws them back again 
bis nurſed by a ht brought up among the Shepherds, 
ber, are ambitions, revenge . their injur a Grand-futber Ni * 


mitor, all FEifions. 

— diſpute after whoſe Name the City ſpould be card, 
left 10 the Augury, Romulus carries it, kills Remus 8, 
peoples his new City by a Strategem. 9 
and Romulus, 1/t King of Rome, an ambitions, oftive. 
ime Prince, «raiſes unjuſt Wars, abe the Senate, - ci- 


93, . vilizes the Romans, is murther d the 37th Year of. his 
able Keig "Ir" , 20 
ne ¶ Rome © a foſt « frightfad Deſar. * 

96 gevern d by Kings 244 Years. 8 


7522 upon — Conduct of the Romans, in chan ing 
their Kingly Government to a Common wealth, 20, 


Nepartee, a witty one of Vitellius to Caligula, related by 


] 
A Dion. 5 76 

the 
10; Servius Tala gib King Rome, did little or nothing 


during bis Reign, inſtitutes the Cenſus, or general Re- 
view of the People, is murther'd by the Treachery of 
Tarquin the Proud, bis Son in-Law, the * Lear 


nin 

hel- of bis Reigu, of Rome 221. 4.15 
e estus, Tarquin the Proud's Sen, flies to the Gabi bls 
who Treachery, raviſhes Lucretia. 16 


Sylla gets the ſovereign Power into bis Hands 31, Ambi- 
41 tion, Luxury, Violence, and Rapine Hart up, the Ro- 
a mans d generate, the Saldrery ener uated in Aſia, Year 7 

Ti. Rome' 666. 

77 Sejanus, Tiberius“ Favourite, bis Thirſt after 225 
the Veneration paid him 65, extremely go ti 
grac'd 66 » loath'd and reproach'd by all Men 's 7, bald 

"40 Priſon in @ miſerable Condition, after drag bis = 

thre? 


xvi INDEX. 
tbro the Strees for 3 Days, tear it into a thouſand 
Pieces. | 9 „ 

| 2 | ; 

Tullus Hoſtilius, 3d Ning of Rome, a warlike Prince, 
inſpires the Romans with Heroiſm, defeats the Al- 
bans 12, Combat of the Horatii and Curiacii, the third 

Horace ftabs bis Sifter, Tullus Al d with Thunder, 
reigns 32 Years, of Rome 113. 13 

Tarquinius priſcus, 5th King of Rome, enlarges Rome, 
invents ſeveral Ornaments of Diftinflion to heighten the 
Luffre and Dignityrof the Senate, dies the 38th Year of 
bis Reign, of Rome 176, | 14 

Tarquin the Proud, 7th King of Rome, murthers bis 
Father in-Law Servius Tullius 14, is very tyrannical, 
values a Man no more than a Poppy 15, Treachery 10 
the Gabii, is detbron'd in the 24th Year of bis Reign, 

Rome 244. | 1 

Triumvirate, form'd by Octavius, Anthony and Lepi- 
dus, they commit the moſt unbeard of Cruelties, You 
0 me 711. 48 

Tiberius, 3d Emperor of Rome, a moſt wicked: Prince, 
St. Evremont's Reflefions upon him 5 5, very in ſidious, 
males uſe +4 the moſt deffruftive Politicks, Diſfimula- 

e 


rion, Artifice and Craft prevail 56, bloody Nature 64, 
Year of Rome 790, dies. 09 
Titus Emperor. 98 
Trajan Emperor. ibid. 
Theodofius the Great, Emperor of Rome, divides the 
Empire into the Eaſt and Weſt. 102 


V ; FE 
Valerius Publicola, his great Diſinterefedneſs, 3 


Vitellius, Governor of Syria, bis degenerate Spirit, adores 
Caligula. | 77 
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Roman Hiſtory : 


Do not intend to expatiate up- 
on the aſtoniſhing and romantic 
Fictions, that were invented by 
the ancient Romans, purely to 
heighten the Merits of the Foun- 
dation of their City, and by that 
Means to perſuade the World, that it was ef- 
tected in an almoſt ſuper-natural Manner; much 
leſs ſhall I take upon me to deſtroy thoſe fond 
Errors, with which that proud City flatter'd 
itlelf, for ſo many Centuries; and which would 
have given no ſmall Pain , had any one at- 
tempted to have undeceiv'd them. Of what 
Conſequence is it to us, that the W un- 
at1sS- 


2 A New ESSAY on 

fatisfy'd with their Original, have had Recourſe 
to Fable to illuſtrate and embelliſh it; that they 
have endeavour'd to deduce their Glory and 
Nobility from Cauſes foreign to themlelves ; 
and that hurry'd on by that Vanity, they were 
not ſatisfy'd with Claiming a Relation to Ve- 
nus, by Virtue of Æncas, who had brought the 
Trojans into Italy; but that they have gone ſtill 
farther, by maintaining that their Founder 
was of divine Extraction, whom they were 
pleas'd to make the Olt-fpring of Mars? A 
fabulous Extraction! of the Truth of which, 
they pretended to be fully convinc'd, in Order 
to gain a greater Credit, and to inſinuate a Per- 
ſuaſion of it in the Minds of other Nations, 
that themſelves might .be look'd upon with 
greater Awe and Veneration. Of what Signi- 
fication is it, I ſay, to us, that they have 
made their Original ſacred, by its pretended 
Relation to the Gods? or their ſetting Li- 
mits to the Power of Fate, by believing that 
the Foundation of Rome was the only Object 
of its Care. 

BuT 'tis well known, that Antiquity has 
always endeavour'd to ſet the Foundations of 
Cities, and the Original of great Men, in the 
moſt conſpicuous Light; and that on the other 
Side the credulous Multitude have too much 
valu'd ſo agreeable and glaring a Deceit, to ſuffer 
themſelves to be diſſuaded from the Belief of 
it. I ſhall, therefore, in this Caſe, keep to the 
common and probable Opinion, and having ra- 
ther Regard to the Reader's Patience, than 
to the Copiouſneſs and Dignity of the Sub- 


ject, 
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the Rowan His Tory. 3 
ject, I ſhall, in this Eſſay, endeavour to give 
a conciſe and exact Idea of the moſt remark- 
able Occurrences, that are to be met with in 
the Roman Hiſtory, from the Building of the 
City to the Diviſion of the Empire. 

THE ambitious Amulius, jealous of the 
Power of his Brother Numitor, King of Alba, 
rebels againſt, and drives him from his Throne, 
This Uſurper, in Order to fix himſelf in it, 
ſhuts up Rhea Silvia his Niece, and his Bro- 
ther's Only Daughter among the Veſtals ; that 
ſhe being forc'd either to a perpetual Virgi- 
nity, or to ſuffer a cruel and infamous Death, 
he might thereby prevent any future Rivals 
from Diſputing his Uſurpation. But his Fore- 
ſight was ineffectual, for ſome time after, Rhea 
Silvia, liſtening to the Frailties of Nature, was 
got with Child, and is deliver'd of * Twins ; 


but that her Reputation might be unſpotted, - 


ſhe inſidiouſly makes a God ſhare with her in 
her Crime. 


THis Veſtal was artful enough, to make an 
Advantage of the Divinity, or rather Super- 
ſtition of that blind Age: Twas then be- 
hev'd, that the Gods were fo very ſociable, as 
to be actual Agents in the Propagation of our 
Species; that 'twas poſſible for a mortal Beau- 
ty, to make the moſt indelible Impreſſions on 
their Hearts, and to transform them into their 


Slaves. What was thought to be a Crime in 


Man, was look'd upon as a Virtue in a God; 
and whenever they were call'd upon to aſſiſt in 
the Reputation of ſome Princeſs, whoſe Virtue 


- 


* Romulus and Remus, 
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had been too feeble to reſiſt the alluring Ad- 
dreſſes of her Lover; when they made 'em 
metamorphoſe themſelves, I ſay, in Order to 
make them triumph over ſome celebrated Beau- 
ty; theſe ſtolen Loves, far from being thought 
criminal or irreputable, were look'd upon as 
honourable, and the Conqueſt of a God was 
eſteem'd the higheſt Glory. Nay, ſo great was 
their Extravagance, that many good-natur'd and 
credulous Husbands did too often favour this 
kind of Callantry. The Reign of Tiberius fur- 
niſhes us with a famous Example of this kind 
in the Perſon of Saturninus; which, becauſe it 
is very remarkable, tho' perhaps, too long a 
Digreſſion from my Subject, I ſhall take the 
Liberty of Tranſcribing in this Place as I find 
it in Joſephus. * Saturninus, a Roman Citizen, 
cc married a young Lady, Paulina by Name; 
< her ſhining Virtue was equal to her illuſtrious 
& Birth, and ſhe was no leſs conſpicuous for her 
& Beauty than for her ample Poliefſions. Mun- 
ce dus, a very conſiderable Roman Knight, fell 
ce paſſionately in Love with her, and the Im- 
ce poſſibility he foreſaw of ſucceeding in it, in- 
& flam'd him the more. The Condition and 
& Virtue of Paulina were ſuch, as gave no 
© Room to imagine, that ſhe was to be en- 
© gag'd either by Gifts or Promiſes. Yet 
© could he not forbear making her an Offer 
« of two hundred thouſand Drachma's ; but 
& ſhe rejected the Bribe with the utmoſt Scorn 
e and Contempt. After he had in vain em- 
ce ploy'd every Artifice to inſinuate himſelf in- 
* to her Aſſections, he concluded Death aY 

cc e 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
1c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


the Roman His Toky. 5 


the only Remedy, when Ide, one of his Father's 
enfranchis'd She - ſlaves, promis'd to com- 
pleat the utmoſt of his Withes, with the Aſ⸗ 
{iſtance of fifty thouſand Drachma's ; Mun- 
dus was all Rapture at the Propoſal, and 
immediately laid down that Sum. Ide, who 
knew that Paulina had a peculiar Veneration 
for the Goddeſs //is, haſted immediately to 
ſome of her Prieſts. After they had made 
her the moſt binding Promiſes, not to di- 
vulge what ſhe ſhould diſcover to them, ſhe 
reveal'd to them the Paſſion of Mundus; 
adding further, that if they would promiſe 
her to find out ſome Expedient whereby he 
might ſucceed in it, that ſhe would give 
them five and twenty thouſand Drachma's 
down, and as much more when the Affair 
was compleated. The Priefts, thus won by 
this alluring Bribe, gave Paulina to under- 
ſtand that the God Aunbis was violently in 
Love with her, and had therefore com- 
manded her to come to him in the Temple. 
This Conqueſt was fo glorious in the Eyes 
of Paulina, that ſhe made her Boaſts of it 
to all her She-Friends; nor did ſhe ſeruple 
the Revealing it to her Husband, who im- 
mediately told her, ſhe had Liberty to act 
as the thought proper. Upon this ſhe goes 
the ſame Evening to the Temple, or as 
Others have it, was conducted there by her 
own Husband. After Supper was over, one 
of the Prieſts ſhut her up in a dark Room: 
Mundus, who lay conceal'd in it, ſoon made 


* his Addreſſes to her; and after he had 
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« triumph'd over her Charms, left her puff d 
cc up with the Honour, which ſhe imagin'd 
ec had been done her by the God Anubis, 
« Three Days after Mundus meeting her by 
& Chance, told her all that had paſs'd between 
te them: This Diſcovery threw Paulina into 
© the blackeſt Deſpair; ſhe tore her Cloaths, 
cc and together with her Husband haſted to 
& Tiberius, to offer up her Complaints to him 
& The Emperor, after he had made the ſtrict. 
« eſt Enquiry into the Affair, either crucify'd, 
ce or burnt thoſe unworthy Prieſts; demoliſh'd 
ce the Temple of Js, and threw the Statue 
& of Anubis into the Tiber; but Mundus was 
& only baniſh'd, becauſe the Emperor attributed 
& his Crime to the Violence of his Paſſion ”, 
But to return, The Prieſts having very often 
a Paſſion for ſome Woman, they, in Order to 
ſucceed in it, told her, that the God, at whoſe 
Altars they facrific'd, lov'd her to Diſtrattion. 
Upon: this the pleas'd Fair immediately pre- 
par'd to go to the Temple, where ſhe ſometimes 
went unaccompanied, but was more frequently 
conducted there with much Pomp and Cere- 
mony by her own Relations, or Parents. Rhea 
Hlvia making, therefore, an Advantage of a 
Superſtition ſo favourable and commodious to 
her Sex, imputes her Crime to the God Mars, 
declares that he was Father to the two Boys ; 
and as he was famous for the frequent Viſits 
he ſometimes made to Venus, where in her 
Arms he reliey'd himſelf from the Toils of 
War, they eaſily gaye Credit to the Veſtal. 


Now 
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Now to beſtow a divine Original, upon theſe 
Founders of the City of Rome, was not rec- 
kon'd ſo mighty an Affair, but Heaven muſt 
ſtill work new Miracles, in its Favour, For 
Amulins, as we are told, gave Orders that both 
of them ſhould be thrown into the Tyber z but 
this River, out of pure Reſpect to their Birth, 
threw them back again on the Shore, when a 
She-Wolf, who happen'd to paſs by the Place 
where they were expos'd, ſtopp'd to give them 
ſack ; but their Familiarity afterwards growing 
up into Love, ſhe defended them from the At- 
tacks of other wild Beaſts. A Wood-Pecker 
alſo leſſen d the Cares of the Wolf, by fur- 
niſhing them with Corn, which ſhe convey'd 
to them in her Mouth. They were afterwards 
brought up among the Shepherds. But now 
being grown to Man's Eftate, and inform'd 
of their Extraction, their Courage was in- 
ſpir'd with a new Vigour, and they bluſh'd at 
the Thoughts of circumſcribing their Reputa- 
tion within the narrow Limits of their Huts : 
Upon this, they immediately begin to reflect, 
how they may beſt revenge the Cauſe of their 
injur'd Grand-father Numitor. Him they re- 
ſtor'd to his Throne, by taking off Amulius. 
Theſe, and ſuch like aſtoniſhing Incidents , 
which the ancient Hiſtorians believ'd, or pre- 
tended to make us believe, are mere Fictions 
of their own Invention; in Order that a City, 
whoſe Founders the Gods had been ſo careful 
to preſerve in ſo miraculous a manner, might 
be look'd upon with greater Reſpe& and Ve- 
neration. Be that as it will, 'tis certain that 
B 4 the 
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the Foundation of the City is generally attri- 
buted to the two Founders above - mention'd. 
The two Brothers, after they had reveng'd the 
Cauſe of their Grand- father, reſolvd to build 
a City near the Place where they had been ex- 
pos d. If ſome Authors are to be credited, 
this Spot, water'd by a noble River, and ſo ad- 
vantageouſly ſituated for Commerce; this Spot, 
which Heaven intended to be the Theatre of 
ſuch vaſt Deſigns, whoſe Empire was to extend 
all over the known Univerſe; this Spot, I ſay, 
was at that time no better than a frightful De- 
fart. Nothing was then to be ſeen, but an al- 
moſt inacceſſible Foreſt of tall Trees, and a 
few Meadows that were in the Neighbourhood 
of it. 

I. WE now ſee them diſputing, after whoſe 
Name the Infant-City ſhould be call'd. Ro- 
mulus and Remns, as we are told, left the De- 
ciſion of it to the Augury that ſhould be taken 
from the Flight of Birds. Remus went upon 
Mount Aventine, where he law ſix Vultures ; 
Romulus a little after declar'd, that he had teen 
twelve from Mount Palatine, and as the Omen 
was propitious to him, he immediately trac'd 
out the Limits of that City round about the 
ſame Mountain. Scarce has he done this, but 
he was ſeiz'd with an Ambition of Reigning 
alone; and puſh'd on by Jealouſy, ſullies it 
with his Brother's Blood ; dazled with the 


alluring Charms of Sovereign Power, he breaks 


the ſacred Tye of fraternal Tenderneſs. Are 
we then to wonder, that a City, whoſe Foun- 
dations were laid in the Midſt of Diſcord, 

WS 4 ſhould 
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mould afterwards ſet the whole World in a 


lame; that it ſhould fill every Region with 
Wt he Horrors of War; that the Liberty of eve- 


ry Nation ſhould fall a Sacrifice to its Ambi- 
tion : And Laſtly, that nothing being now left 
for it to conquer, it ſhould turn its Arms againſt 
3:kelf, and labour after its own Ruin and De- 
ſtruction? 

THE next Thing in queſtion, was, how to 
pcople this new City. Romulus had brought 
with him only a ſmall Number of ſcatter'd 
People, the greateſt Part Shepherds ; but what 
Expedient does he make uſe of to encreaſe the 
Number of his Inhabitants ? He proclaims his 
City a general Mhlum, when immediately tis 
crouded with Criminals of every kind. Inju- 
ſtice and Impunity do here find a Refuge, which 
was not to be met with in any other Place; 
thus ate they confounded with its firſt Inha- 
bitants. To ſuch low Beginnings did Rome owe 
its Original, 

Ir any One is deſirous of forming an Idea 
to himſelf of this City, under the Government 
of its Founder, he may draw it from the Con- 
ſideration of the Founder himſelf: Romulus 
was an ambitious and active Prince, having no 
Notion of Merit but what reſulted from war- 
like Enterprizes ; he was ſavage, moroſe, and 
cruel, I had almoſt faid barbarous. He lays 
the Foundation of the moſt glorious Work up- 
on Earth, and by a Fratricide gets the Sove- 
reign Power into his own Hands: To people 
it, he has Recourſe to Injuſtice and Impunity: 
To perpetuate and preſerve his City, he makes 
, uſe 
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uſe of Craft, Plunder, and Violence, and ſcan- 
dalouſly carries off his Neighbour's Daughters: 
To enlarge the Limits of his Infant-State, he 
raiſes the moſt unjuſt Wars, and makes it 
Maxim to foment and maintain 'em: But af. 
ter a Reign of thirty four Years, moſt of them 
ſpent in War, he at length dies, or is rather 
cut to pieces by his own Senators, according 
to ſome Authors, who cou'd no longer bear 
his ſevere and inclement Government. The 
moſt remarkable Circumſtance in his Reign, 
was the Eſtabliſhment of that moſt illuſtrious 


Body (the Senate) which, in Proceſs of Time, 
became the moſt majeſtic and formidable Tri-W th 
bunal in the World. *Tis even pretended, 
that he made many Regulations, and that no- pe 
thing eſcap'd him, that might contribute to or 
the Civilizing the rough and unpoliſh'd 'Tem-W A 
pers of thoſe ancient Romans; yet was all his he 
Care and Labour uſeleſs and ineſfectual. But ar 
how was it poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, to 
when he was himſelf of ſo ſaväge a Nature, ſt. 
and ſo oppoſite to thoſe tender Emotions of WM it 
Pity and Compaſſion. As all his Thoughts Wi t 
were bent upon War and Bloodſhed, he in- 85 
ſpir'd his People with the ſame Spirit with c. 
which himſelf was animated. And, indeed, Wi © 
during his whole Reign, his Subjects were look'd WR © 
upon by their Neighbours, as ſo many Barba- 9 
rians and Robbers: But notwithſtanding the I 
Ruſticity and Aſpecity of theſe firſt Inhabitants L 


of Rome, they yet had the Senſe to chuſe a 
good and virtuous King to ſucceed their de- 0 
ceaſed Founder. t 


II. Tur 
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II. Tu Fame of Numa's Merit had ſpread 
itſelf round about Cures, the City to which he 
ow'd his Birth. As the Romans now wanted 
a Sovereign, they are perſuaded they cou'd not 
pitch upon a Perſon, that more defery'd that 
Honour than Numa, or into whoſe Hands they 
might more ſafely entruſt the Adminiſtration 
of the Government: They, therefore, waited 
upon him for that purpoſe, but could ſcarce 

revail upon him to accept of it ; but when 
Perſuaſions and Intreaties were found ineffec- 
tual, they at laſt commit æ kind of Violence 
upon his Modeſty, and force him to aſcend 
the Throne. 

THis Prince, to ſmooth and ſoften the Tem- 


per of his Subjects, has Recourſe to Arts quite 


oppoſite to thoſe his Predeceſſor had employ'd. 
As his Inclinations naturally tended to Eaſe, 
he endeavours to preſerve his Subjects in Peace 
and Tranquillity, and turns all his Thoughts 
to Religion; but calls in Artiſice to his Aſſi- 
ſtance, which we find very apt to make the 
ſtrongeſt Impreſſions upon the Minds of Men. 
He eſtabliſhes a Multitude of Ceremonies and 
Sacrifices, builds ſeveral Temples, propoſes a 
conſiderable Number of Laws, and takes Care 
to make Choice of ſuch, as ſhould beſt con- 
tribute to the Settling of Regularity and Or- 
der; and his Subjects being poſſeſs'd with the 
higheſt Notions of his Virtue and Integrity, 
immediately accept of whatever he cou d lay 
before them, without diſcovering the leaſt Diſ- 
ſatisfaction or Reluctance. It cannot, indeed, 
be deny d, but that taking Advantage of the 
; Credu- 
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Credulity and Superſtition, which at that Time 
had fo great an Aſcendant over 'em, he makes 
uſe of a pious Fraud to compleat his lauda- 
ble Intentions. He tells *em, that he held a 
private Correſpondence with the Nymph Ege— 
ria, and that he was influenc'd in all his Ati. 
ons by her immediate Inſpirations, Thus, 
Numa, by his Prudence, found out the Secret 
to civilize thele firſt Romans, and ſoften the 
Ruggednels of their Tempers; but I dare not 
affirm, that he did not enervate their Courage, 
by the too great Encouragement he gave to 
Eaſe and Indolence, 

III. TULLUS HOSTILIUS, who ſucceeded 
him in the Government, found it a very di- 
ficult Matter to awake them out of their Le- 
thargy, and to turn their Minds to War; but 
he at length inſpires them with their firſt Vi- 
gour, Which a long Pcace had too much dead- 
ned. From this Period, the Romans began to 
have ſome Notions of Heroiſm, and to ſoar 
above themſelves ; and ſoon after, was ſeen 
to break out that great Love for their Conn= 
try, which afterwards gave Riſe to the moſt 
illuſtrious Actions. The Defeat of the AI. 
bans furniſhes us with a fine Inſtance on this 
Head. g * 

THESE People, under the Reign of Romu- 
lus, had made an Alliance with the Rowans, 
by which it was ſtipulated, that an eternal 
Peace ſhou'd be between the two Nations. But 
Tullus Hoſlilias, unable to ſuſfer his Subjects to 
languiſh in Eaſe, finds out an Expedient to break 
a Treaty, which his Predeceſſors had fo religi- 

oully 
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_ puſly obſerv'd, and proclaims War againſt the 
.KES 
ans. 
dar SCARCE were the two Armies come with- 
4 2 BY: Sight of each other, when Tenderneſs and 
19 Compaſſion allays the Fury of their impetu- 
* 


ous Heat; they both reflect upon the inva- 
lnaable Worth of human Blood, and, in Con- 


ret ſequence of this Reflection, begin to conſider 
the how they may beſt prevent the Effuſion of it. 
19. They, therefore, reſolve, that certain ſelect 
Se, Wl Perſons ſhould terminate the Diſpute by ſingle 
to Combat *. They agree, that this ſhould be 

the Deciſive Stroke; and that the conquer'd 
ed Party ſhould immediately ſubmit to the Con- 
li querors. For this Purpoſe, the Romans pitch 
* upon three of their Country-men, who were 
wt Brothers; and the Albans do the like. Theſe 
2 ſix Heroes bravely embrace the Propoſal, and 


generouſly venture their Lives for their Coun- 
try's fake, Tis well known, that Fortune, af- 
ter having ſeem'd to be a conſiderable time in 
Suſpence, declares at laſt in Favour of the Ro- 
Vans, by beſtowing the Victory upon the Ihird 
ft Horace; but he tarniſhes the Glory of his Lau- 
4 rels by the Murder of his own Siſter, who 
18 wept, indeed, when News was told her of the 

good Succels of her Country ; but that was ow- 
He ing to her inconſolable Affliction for the Death 


55 of hes Lover, who was flain by her Brother's 
al Hand. The Laws cry aloud for the Puniſh- 
It ment of the Criminal, but he is ſhielded by his 
0 Valour ; and the Glory of his Action throws 
5 a Shade over the Blackneſs of his Crime. 

; AFTER 


* Combat of the Horatii and Cariatis, 
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IV. AFTER the Death of Hoſtilius, Ancus 
Martius aſcends the Throne: This Prince, who, 
as we are told, poſſeſs'd all the Qualities of his 
Grand-father Numa, diſcovers the ſame Incli- 

nations for Peace; ſo that his Subjects now fall 
into thoſe Amuſements, which his Predeceſſor 
had labour'd with ſo much Induſtry to root 
out. He immediately bends all his Thoughts 
to Religious Affairs, and afterwards ſets him- 
ſelf about the Improvement and Embelliſhment 
of the City. 

V. THe firſt Tarquin, or, as he is otherwiſe 
call'd, Tarquin the Ancient, contributed as much 
to the Enlarging of his Dominions as Ancus had 
done. He invented ſeveral Ornaments, and gave 
peculiar Marks of Diſtinction, to hcighten the 
Dignity and Luſtre of the Senate; and, in Order 
to give the Empire a more auguit Air, employs 
himſelf, as his Predeceſſor had done before him, 
in Improving and Embelliſhing the City. 

VI. SERYIUS TULLIUS did little, or no- 
thing, during a Reign ot 45 Years, His only Care 
conſiſted in making an exact Eſtimation of the 
Wealth of the Citizens ; and dividing them in- 
to Tribes, the better to tax each of them ac- 
cording to his Subſtance, and in Proportion to 
the Exigencies of the State. This made him 
inſtitute the Cenſus, by which is underſtood a 
general Review of the People. | 

VII. WE, at laſt, behold the cruel and proud 
Targquin ſeated upon the Throne. But how does 
he make his Way to it? Byno lels a Crime than 
Parricide. Thirſting after the Scepter, he pre- 
tends to look upon Servius, his Father, 1 an 

ſur- 
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ſurper, and thereupon gets him diſpatchd, 
and inveſts himſelf with the Power and Dignity 
pf a King. Rome at that time beheld the black- 
ft and moſt execrable Action that had ever been 
ſeen ; for Tullia, a Princeſs, whoſe Cruelty and 
Pride was equal to that of her Husband, was 
returning from the Capitol, where ſhe had been 
o congratulate her“ Targuin's Succeſs; or, as 
other Hiſtorians have it, was haſting thither. 
Her Father's Body, yet weltring in its own 
Blood, happen'd to lye extended on the Ground 
as the paſs'd along; but ſhe, far from feeling any 
Emotion at ſo diſmal a Spectacle, commands her 
Coachman to drive over it, and wou'd not ſuffer 
him to turn his Horſes ; and, if ſome Authors 


"© are to be credited, when her Coachman, ſtruck 
he wich the mournful Sight, would have ſtopp'd, 
» to give ſome Leiſure to the Returns of Re- 


morſe; ſhe calls out to him to go forward, tell- 
ing him at the ſame time, that The ſhorteſt Way 
to the Throne was the Beſt, But to return to 
Tarquin the Proud, The Story of his Reign, 
and in what Manner the Romans chang'd the 


he Form of their Deſpotic Government, and eſta- 
m. bud themſelves under a Free State, is very 
well known. Pride, Cruelty, and Avarice were 
© che Favourite Qualities of this Prince. He 
im had forc'd the Romans to ſubmit to his Ty- 
 * Wh rannical Yoke; he govern'd them with a Rod 

of Iron, and his Arbitrary Will was the- only 
ud Law that was to be obſerv'd. How formi- 
es i dable muſt that Tyrant be, who valu'd a 
Ny Man's Head no more than he did a Poppy / 


and 
* He was her Husband. 
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and who, in cold Blood, put to Death with 
the moſt exquiſite Torments, the moſt confi- 
derable of his Captives! I ſhall preſent the 
| Reader with an Inſtance of his blood-thirſty 
| Temper, by the cruel Orders he gave Sextrs, 
h Now this Sextus was Tarquin's eldeſt Son, and 
| had withdrawn himſelf to the Gabii, under the 
ſpecious Pretext of flying from the ill Treatment 
of his Father. He was fo great a Maſter of 
Deceit and Artiſice, that he got the Govern- 
ment of the City into his Hands ; when he 
immediately diſpatches a Courier to Targuin, for 
Inſtructions how he ſhould act. The only An- 
ſwer that Tarquin gave the Meſſengers was this, 
he carries them into the Garden, and in their 
Preſence, with a Stick which he held in his 
Hand, ſtrikes off the Heads of the talleſt Pop- 
pies. When the Meſſengers were return'd, and 
had told Sextus what they had ſeen, he ſoon 
underſtood what his Father had in View; and 
immediately puts the principal Cabii to Death, 
and deprives the reſt of their Liberty. But 
to return. The People, now groaning under 
Tarquin's Tyranny, waited only for an Oppor- 
tunity to ſet themſelves at Liberty; when a 
very fair one preſented itſelf by the Death of 
the unhappy Lucretia. | 
SEXTUYS, ſupported by the Authority of 
his Father, began to exerciſe his brutiſh Luft. 
Diſtractedly in Love with this virtuous Lady, 
who was one of the principal Women of the 
City, he ſurpriſes her alone, and adding Vio- 
lence to Menaces, ſatisfies his guilty Flame. 
The violated Beauty, infupportable to herſelf, 
| is 
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is ſeiz d with all the Horrors of Deſpair; ſhe 
could not bear the Thoughts of ſurviving this 
he Outrage, nor can pardon herſelf a Crime, which 
ty Wis owing to another's Guilt : She, therefore, 
5. ſends for her Relations, to whom ſhe relates 
nd the miſerable and heart-breaking Story; then 
he with repeated Entreaties to revenge her injur'd 
nt WW Honour, ſhe ſtabs herſelf in their Preſence, and 
of Wthus expiates with her guiltleſs Blood a Crime, 
n- Wwhich this infamous Prince had perpetrated. + 
he Ir we are to believe Ovid, the Chaſtity of 
for Withis Beauty was conſpicuous even to the very 
\n- Wlaſt : She was careful ( ſays he) not to fall 
is, Wi: an indecent Poſture, even in her expiring 
cir Moments. 


72 Tunc 9409; Jam moriens, ne non procumbat boneſidꝰ 
Reſpicit ; hæc etiam cura Cadentis erat. 


Ovid. Fa. Bo. 2. 


on 
nd 
th, Trrs Death, which was every Moment 
ut look'd upon with greater Horror, opens the 


Eyes of the Romans : They look upon it as 
a Way that diſcover'd itſelf to them, for the 
Recovery of their Liberty, and therefore ſet 


of erery Engine at Work to compleat fo glori- 

ous an Enterprize. | | 
of BRUT US, together with Lucretius and Col- 
it. atinus, Husband to the deceaſed Lucretia, bring 
ly, out the Body of this unfortunate Lady, and 
he Nexpoſe it to the publick View, thinking ſo mi- 
o- berable a Spettacle very proper to excite the 
de. Pity and Indignation of both rate and People. 
If, 


In the Diſcourſe he made, he endeayour'd to 
C inflame 
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inflame their Minds with the Spirit of Re- 


venge, and urges them to drive Tarquin, his 1 
Wife, and Children out of Rome. Tis almoſt he 
impoſſible to conceive the Impreſſions this ron 
Speech, join'd to the mournful Spectacle, made MWkrri 
upon their Minds, or the Rage and Fury of B 
the People. The only Strife was now, who ft 
ſhould firſt take up Arms, to revenge Lucre- Wbpp: 
tia's Death. Brutus did not fail to make an Wo: 
Advantage of theſe happy Diſpoſitions , and Nos 
atted his Part ſo well, that the Monarchical ho. 
Government of Rome was now chang'd into a Nas 
Common-Wealth. his 
I HAVE hitherto diſcours'd of the firſt Age of Wha 
Rome, that is of the Reigns of their ſeven Kings. Wlih 
We may eaſily perceive, that they contributed he 
but very little to its Grandeur; and that conſe r. 
quently, the Hiitorians have very juſtly call'd it Mf th 
the Infancy of Rome, as their Motions were but Whan 
very ſlow and feeble at that time; and as in 240, her 
and a few more Years, they had ſcarce extended ¶t Li 
their Dominion above fifteen Miles round their Me h: 
Walls. We may probably ſuppoſe, that the ince 
different Genius of their Kings was no ſmall ver I 
Check to their Progreſs, but * Florus is of Opi- What : 
nion, that © the various and different Talents Heat! 
« of their ſeven Monarchs were abſolutely ne- Wvoitl 
* ceſſary to the growing Progreſs of their State; ¶ F re: 
* and that their different Characters and In- Mie I. 
e ſtitutions had their ſeveral Uſes”. Accord - Mie n 
ing to the fame Hiſtorian, this very Tyranny 's 
of Targuiu was very advantageous to the Re ence 
mans, ſince it gave Riſe to the Eſtabliſhment t 
of the Common-wealth. Ler MM Bu 
* Fir, Lib. 1. cap. 8. t Li 
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LET us now take a View of Rome under 
he Government of its Conſuls; that is to ay, 
rom the Time it left its Infant State to its 
Frriving to the Summit of its Grandeur. 

BRUTUS was then properly the Founder 
pf their Liberty; twas he that perſuaded the 
pppreſs'd Romans, to throw off the Yoke' of 
lonarchical Government, and to drive out of 
Rome a moſt execrable Tyrant: A Tyrant, 
ho, after he had uſurp'd the Sovereign Power, 
vas ſo far from endeavouring to varniſh over 
his Uſurpation with ſome meritorious Action, 
hat he endeavonr'd, on the contrary, to eſta- 
liſh himſelf in it by Fraud ' and Violence. 
Vhen I ſeriouſly reflect upon the Conduct of 
Brutus, I dare not affirm, whether his Hatred 
f this laſt King was not greater in Proportion, 
han the Love he bore his Country; and whe- 


10, ier under the Pretence of ſetting the People 
led t Liberty, and revenging them of his Tyranny, 
cir e had not his own private Revenge at heart; 
the ince 'tis certain, he was odious to him in what- 


yer Light he view'd him. Tis very well known, 
at Tarquin had not only put his Brother to 
Death, but alſo his Father; that Brutus, to 


ne · void the fame Fate, and to appear incapable 
te; f revenging it, had been forc'd to counterfeit 
In- e Idiot; and, indeed, he acted his Part with 
xd Nie moſt profound Diſſimulation during Tar- 
s Reign, waiting, with the utmoſt Impa- 
Re- Fence, till the happy Moment ſhou'd offer it- 


If, that might bring about a Revolution. 

By that as it will, Rome now ſeeing herſelf 
t Liberty, was refoly'd to put herſelf under 
C 2 "= 
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the Government of fach Maſters, to whom ſhe 


might not be ſo. ſubjett, as to prevent her com-. Ne 
manding them alſo. ILwðas with this View t 
that they created * 7wo gn, whoſe Auth 
rity. was but of one Year's Continuance, and) 
was divided equally between them both. Thel{iſ® 
Magittrates; had all the exterior Marks of the" 
ſovereign. Pawer, as the Purple Robe, the [rn 
| Chair of State, the Lictors, the ＋ , Faſces, oi. N 
Rods, and all the other Tokens that accompany” 
the regal Dignity; but their Power was nd he 
ſo. extenſive as that of their Kings. The La ** 
ter knew no other Laws but their Will, anif* © 
wou'd not compare themſelves to any Thi | a 
leſs: than a GOD: The Conſuls on the contre 
were the Perſons, whoſe Buſineſs it was to n 
Laws executed; and the Common-wealt * 


Exercis'd its Authority by Virtue of their A 
miniſtration. . They had the Power to aſſemb e“ 
the Senate and the People; but were. reſtrain 
from acting, unleſs authoris d by the Decree 
of one 1 5 Bodies. So that it was almi 
an Impoſſibility for them to be the immedi: 
Cauſe of any Error. : Wy. 

. » ROME, whoſe Sufferings had been ſo gre! 
under the Laſh. of Tarquius Tyranny , fue 
very well, that-the Duration of any 2 
gives Opportunity, even to a lawtul Author 


-, * O0T ” 
Lucius Fentus Brutus and Farquin Collatinus, Hus 
to Lucretia, were the two firſt Conſuls. 
„ + Twenty four Taſces, or Bundles f Rods, were can} 
before their firſt, Conſuls; but they were ſoon after reduc 
ta twelve by the Advice of Publicela, They were not ore 
ry*d before both the Conſuls at the ſame time, but ea give 
"them by turns munthly. 1 


— { 
. 
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o degenerate into Violence; that a Princè in- 
reſted with a Power which is to expire but 
with his Life ; who does not acknowledge a 
hat Power ſuperior to himſelf, capable of curbing 
my of his Actions; who is not ſo happy as 
oo meet with any One that dares cenſure his 
onduct; who is ſurrounded with none but a 
ompany of baſe Flatterers, who not only make 


* Merit of ſoothing his Paſſions, but are con- 
an iovally degrading his Mind with new Ones; 


ho, not fatisfy'd to beſtow the moſt laviſh 
| MF -4iſe upon his moſt infamous Actions, make 
t their Glory to copy after them; who are 
ternally upon the Watch, to prevent the Ap- 
roaches of Truth ; who either ſink every 
Duty into Oblivion, or prevent his being ac- 
uainted with them; Rome, I fay, knew 
hat a Prince, rais'd to ſo great a 5 of 
dovereignty and Independence, ſoon forgets 
he binding Obligations between a Father and 
is People, that he ſwallows a thouſand Scru- 
ples, ſtifles every Regard, and that giving a 
oole to every Paſſion, his Subjects may well 
car the blackeſt Cataſtrophes from his looſe: nd 
rregular Government: ”T was theſe, or ſuch like 
onſiderations, which made the Romans pre- 
cribe Limits to the Government of their new 
Magiſtrates. Theſe laſt, when reflecting upon 
heir firſt Condition, to which they muſt re- 
us urn at the Year's End; and knowing that 
hen that Time was expir'd, every private Per- 
Jon had the Liberty of ſummoning them be- 
ot gore the ſupream Tribunal of the People, to 
ach vc an Account of their Adminiſtration; be- 
C 3 hay'd 
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hav'd themſelves in a kind and affable Manner, 
made them ſtrictly avoid every Occaſion of Re 
proach, and endeavour to. gain the Praiſe an 
avour of their Fellow-Citizens, that they might 
not repent the Choice they had made; fo that 
they ftrove who ſhou'd render their Admini 
ſtration moſt uſeful to the Common - wealth, 
and . moſt glorious to the State. 
IN the mean Time, the People were < 
much elevated with the Tranſports of theit 
Liberty, that they cou d hardly perfuade them: 
ſelves they were free; they now endeavour'd 
to rival each other in Eagerneſs and 'Zeal for 
its Support: Theſe were the Seeds, which af- 
terwards produc'd thoſe boaſted Virtues, for 
which the Romans became ſo famous; I mean 
that great Love of their Country, which but 
with fo bright a Flame, that it frequently ſtol: 
a Man from himſelf, and made him inſenſible 
to all the tender Impulſes of Nature; that 
generous Diſintereſtedneſs, whoſe Inſpirations 
made them always prefer the Intereſt of the 
Publick to their Own; that Simplicity of Man- 
ners, which made them averſe to every kind 
of Luxury, and gave them a noble Diſtaſte 
for evcry Thing that tended to enervate the 
Mind,; that Juſtice, that Integrity, that In 
nocence Which ſhone out in all their Actions; 
that Intrepidity in the greateſt Dangers ; that 
Fire and Vigour in Battle; that Aſperity f 
Temper which increas'd under Difficulties ; 
that unparallell d Generoſity which infpir 
them with a Reſolution, ' of preſerving even 
their Deſtroyers, preyenting their falling ook 
ofe 
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thoſe Snares which were laid for them, and 
ſcreening them from domeſtick Treaſon; and 
laſtly, that Contempt of Lite, by which thoſe 
brave Spirits were always ready to ſacriſice 
them for the Good of their Country. 

WE now behold a * Conſul, who, finding his 
Sons guilty of holding a traiterous Correſpon- 
dence with the Tyrants, drags them into the 
e O88 Forum , pronounces himſelf the Sentence of 
her Death, and makes them fall by the infamous 
zem Hand of the common Executioner. We after- 
urge wards ſee J. another, who, far from acting with 
fri that Pride, ſo often ſeen in thoſe that govern, 
a whoſe only View is their own private Intereſt; 
tor we ſee him, I fay, prefer a Law, that very much 
ea leſſens the Authority of his Dignity, by which 
an any One has Leave to appeal from the Conſuls 
le to the People. *Tis ſometimes an || illuſtrious 
Roman, who alone defends a Bridge againſt a 
whole Army; who, after they have cut off his 
Retreat by breaking it down, plunges himſelf 
arm'd into the Tyber, and ſwims back to his 


a. Country-men, over- joy d that he had ſav'd his 
in Country from the impending Yoke. Or *'tis 
ite ** another, who calmly expoſes his Hand to the 
the Violence of the Flames, becauſe it had fail'd 


in the Attempt it made, to diſpatch the Pro- 
tector of Tyranny. Tis ſometimes a FF young 
Heroine, who, eſcaping from an Enemy to 
whom ſhe had been given in Quality of Ho- 
ſtage, throws herſelf into the Tyber, and croſſes 


Brutus. T Valerius Publicola, || Horatins Cocles. 


* Matias Cirius Scævela. FF Clelia. 


C 4 it 
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it on Horſe-back, to return to her Country. 
Or *tis a * Mother, at the Sight of whoſe Tears 
a rebellious Son lets fall his Arms, and by that 
Moeans ſaves her Country from the Ruin it was 
threaten'd with. Tis here a numerous Family 
of + illuſtrious Romans, who generoully venture 
their Lives for the Security of their Country, 
There we behold an illuſtrious || Citizen, buſied 
in Ploughing his Grounds with his own Hands, 


whom they force from that ſweet and innocent 


Retirement, and inveſt with the ſovereign Com- 
mand; and what is moſt ſurprizing, after he 
has ſet their Affairs upon a happy Footing, he 
returns to his rural Receſs, and reſumes his 
Plough. Tis now the Roman Ladies, who 
freely offer up the moſt valuable Part of their 
Subſtance, to accompliſh the Vow of a ** famous 
Dictator. At another Time, the Senators ſeeing 
Rome expos'd to the Mercy of a A barbarous 
Enemy, refuſe to retire to the Capitol, which 
was ſtrong enough to ſhield them from their 
blood-thirſty Swords ; but they, on the con- 
trary, wait calmly for Death, and will not riſe 
off from their Scats: 'Theſe venerable Old Men, 
cloath'd in the Robes of their Order, are fix'd 


and immoveable; the Enemy at firſt Sight take. 


them for ſo many Gods, Genii, or Statues ;, who 
wou'd have thought they had betray'd the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of the Republick, had they 


diſcover d the leaſt Weakneſs , or oſſer d to with- 


draw thcmlelves from the Hand of the Conque- 


Us 
_* Veturia, Mother to Coridlanus. + The Fabii, || Tu- 
us Quintus Cincinnitas. ** Camilla. 4+ The Gauls. 


ror, 
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try. ror. Here tis a * Conſul, who puts his own Son 
ars to Death, for exceeding the Limits of his Com- 
hat {WE miſſion, tho' he had by that Means per form'd a 


ily WE arious Roman, who devotes himſelf to the God 

are F Hell, and ruſhes upon Death in the midſt of 

ry. his Foes, to open a new Way to Victory with his 

_ Blood. Laſtly, Tis from the ſame Spirit, that 
3, 


the || Romans, big with a noble Abhorrence of a 
treacherous Phyſician, who offer'd to diſpatch 
his own Sovereign Pyrrhus by Poilon, give him 
an Account of the whole Affair, and ſend the 
Traitor back loaded with Chains to his injur'd 
is Monarch. They were deſirous of vanquiſhing 
10 with their own Arms, and wou'd not proſti- 
ir tute the Rules of juſtice to rid themſelves of 
18 an Enemy. 


8 WE are not then to wonder, that a Repub- 
18 lick, happy in the Severity of its Manners, 
h join d to the fineſt Syſtem of Politicks, which 
ir made it always unite with the weakeſt Side, the 
1- better to deſtroy the Oppreſſor, and the more 
e potent: We are not to wonder, I ſay, if it 


found out the Secret of multiplying its Con- 
4 queſts, and carrying its Arms by inſenſible De- 
2 WS grces into all the Parts of the known World. 
) But we muſt, indeed, own, that the Romans 

were happy, even in the Midſt of their ill For- 
ö tune. They had feen themſelves, more than 
once, at the very Brink of Ruin. How could 
they poſſibly have ſhielded themſelves from the 


* Manlius Torquatus. I Decius Mus. || Fabricius, the 
Roman General. 
Re- 


s 


very glorious Action. There 'tis another illu- 
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Reſentments of Coriolanus, when their Afﬀairs 
were at a very low Ebb, had it not been for 
the Tears that his Wife and Mother ſhed? 
What wou'd have become of them, when af. 
ter the Defeat of their Army, Rome was in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Gauls, and their only Refuge 
was the Capitol, had it not been for the Alarm 
that . was given by the Geeſe, the Valour of 
Manlius, and the Succours brought them by 
Camilla? How low wou'd this now great and 
flouriſhing State have ſunk, had the famous Han- 
zibal but underſtood as well how to make his 
Advantage of a Victory, as he did to gain it? 
This General, who had hitherto diſcover'd a 
Soul undaunted by the greateſt Difficulties, and 
whoſe Reſolution the Alps con'd not conquer, 
is at laſt rnin'd by too great a Series of Victo- 
ries. He ſets down in a * City whoſe Situation 
delighted him, and imagining his Glory was 
ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd by the Conqueſts he had | 
already made, or fearing to loſe it, if he ſhou'd 
be fo unfortunate as to fail in any of his future 


.- - Enterprizes, he gives himſelf up a Prey to Eaſe, 


and all the alluring Blandiſhments of a ſoft and 
effeminate 3 and thus, by his Imprutence, 
furniſhes the Romans with an Opportunity of 
recovering their Loſſes. So that twas juſtly 
faid, that Capua had been as fatal to Hannibal, 
as Cannz had been to the Romans. But till 
Fate was reſolv'd that Rome ſhould be the Ca- 
pital of the Univerſe. Let us ſtop for a Mo- 
ment, and conſider this Republick now ſhining 
forth in all its Majeſty and Power. 


* Capra. 4 1 


4 
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cc J believe, ſays a Modern f Author, that this 
« Republick was the firſt that ever carry d the 
ec pretended Right of Conqueſt to ſo great a 
« Length, and form'd ſo vaſt, fo glorious a 
ce Plan of Sovercignty. It has been faid, that 
« the World ſtood awefully ſilent in the Pre- 
« ſence of Alexander; but methinks, this Idea, 
ce which conveys ſomething very noble to the 
« Mind, may be more juſtly apply'd to the 
« Romans. And indeed, if Alexander did ob- 
ce lige the World to be reſpectfully ſilent, we 
« muſt yet be forc d to own, that he acted 
tc no otherwiſe than like a raſh, hot - headed 
cc Youth. All this bold Son of War did, was 
« to ſtrike the World with a tranſient Ter- 
© ror; like to thoſe mighty Storms, which 
« ſuddenly affright Mankind, but are not of 
te any long Continuance. But the Romans, on 
« the contrary, rais'd the immenſe Edifice of 
« their Greatneſs upon durable and ſolid Foun- 
« dations ; they extended their Uſurpations in 
« 4 methodical Way, and diſcover'd in their 
« Progreſs the Reſult of a Syſtem of Ambi- 
e tion and Politicks, that had been finely in- 
© terwoven, Every Deſign was of a vaſt 
“Length, and the ſmalleſt Expedition made 
« way for the greateſt Projects; for they were 
« expert at finding out the happieſt Methods, 
« and ſeldom miſtook in the Execution of 
« them, Theſe were the Steps, by which 
ce thoſe Republicans aſcended to the moſt ele- 


* Mr. Guedeville in his firſt Eſſay on the Roman 
Hiſtory. 
& vated 
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c yated Pitch of human Grandeur, and brought 
& about fo ſurprizing a Revolution in the 
& World. States and Sovereignties fell down 
& before them; powerful Monarchies were 
ce aſtoniſn'd to ſee themſelves conquer'd ; and 
et they could not ſufficiently admire, that a 
cc ſingle City, which had exiſted but a few 
ec Centuries, ſhould give Laws to the moſt an- 
& cient and flouriſhing States in the Univerſe. 

« BUT we here meet with a very remark- 
« able Circumſtance, which is, that the Ro- 
& mans enſlavd a great Part of the World, 
& under the glaring and ſpecious Pretexts of 
c Liberty. They bore a moft inveterate Ha- 
ce tred to Monarchy, and were fill'd with Hor- 
© ror at the bare Mention of the Name of 
ce King; and thought it intolerable, that a 
c numerous Body of Men ſhould yield an 
& implicit Submiſſion to the Capricio and Ar- 
ce bitrary Power of one ſingle Perſon ; to this 
« was owing their great Contempt of the re- 
cc gal Dignity. Yet at the ſame Time, theſe 
& eternal Applauders of Liberty and Proper- 
ce ty were the very Men that broke through 
cc all the Laws of Nature and Nations, and 
ce tyranniz'd over their Fellow Creatures. The 
« fame unlawtu] Power, which enflam'd them 
ce to overturn Thrones, daſh in pieces Crowns, 
ce and annihilate Monarchy; with the fame 
ce Power they eftabliſh'd in every Place a de- 


< ſpotic Sway, which was ſo much the more 


ce unjuſt, as both Kings and Subjects fell undiſtin- 
4 guith'd under the ſame Captivity : So that 
« the Romans latisty'd their inſatiable Ambi- 

« tion, 


cc { 
cc 4 
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& tion, at the ſame Time that they profeſs'd 
ce the greateſt Love to Juſtice and Equity, and 


the ec laid the World in Chains, tho' they them- 
ha ec ſelyes had an Averſion to Servitude, Their 
tn ce ſurprizing Succeſs did not fail to puff up 
* « their Pride, and inſpire them with that 
wn © Haughtineſs, which they preſerv'd even to 

0 ce their Subjection. Their Miniſters wou'd often 
* © make a Monarch tremble, tho' ſurrounded with 
8 « all the Pomp and Majeſty of his Court: 
q “ They deliver'd themſelves in thoſe Places in 
of « a menacing, terrible, and haughty Tone. 


© The formidable and triumphant Fortune of 
ce their Republick ſpake thro? their Mouths ; 
ce and their grave, conciſe, ſententious Manner 
© of Delivery, declar'd the unlimited Power 
© of that Nation. Such Kings, as had had 
ce the ill Fortune to come under their Yoke, 
© no longer govern'd, but under ſuch Reſtric- 
« tions, as the Romans were pleas'd to pre- 
ce ſcribe to em. They had ſtripp'd them of 
ce that Privilege ſo dear, ſo precious to all So- 
« yereign Princes: That Privilege, by Virtue 
« of which they think themſelves reſponſible 
* to Heaven only for their Conduct; for they 
« ſometimes oblig'd them to appear before the 
ce Senate in Quality of Defendants, when theſe 
© latter thought themſelves more than happy, 
« if they but declar'd 'em innocent. This 
4 Haughtineſs in the Body ſoon ſpread itſelf - 
© into the ſeveral Members, and from the ge- 
ce neral deſcended to the particular, A Citizen 
«of Rome wou'd not have ſinooth'd the Rug- 
s gedneſs of his Brow, in the Preſence of the 
5 e great= » WM 
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« greateſt Monarch: Theſe Citizens, I fay, 
thought their own municipal Laws more 
& valuable, than the Reins of regal Govern- 
& ment; and 'twas juſtly ſaid, that Rome wa 
& 2 School, wherein Monarchs were taught that 
& there was ſuch a Thing in Nature as a Supe- 
& riority to Kings, without the Dignity and Splen- 
& dor of a Crown. © | 


Burr alas! this mighty Republick, at a Time 
when it reign'd over a thouſand Nations, was 
far from Commanding over itſelf: But how fa- 
tal was its Proſperity, and how much Blood 
did it ſpill, to preſerve, and maintain its precious 
Liberty ! Ny | 

AFTER the Ruin of Carthage, of Corinth, the 
and of Numantia, Rome, tho” till jealous of Wl wa 
preſerving its Glory and Power within Doors, we 
was yet greatly chang'd in reſpett to its Citi- 
zens : Thoſe Citizens, who had formerly diſco- 
ver'd a Spirit, which no Difficalty was able to 
ſarmount ; which was far from ſinking at the 
Sight of Danger and Fatigue; who had ſo of- 
ten brav d Death in the moſt frightful Shapes; 
theſe very Romans, I ſay, yielded themſelves up 
an inglorious Prey to Eaſe and Affluence; and 
*twas from this fatal Degeneracy, that Rome 
meet with its Deſtruftion in its Happineſs, and 
its Ruin in its Grandeur. The Delire of Ac- 
cumulating Wealth, which was afterwards the 
maoſt prevailing Paſſion, began firſt to diſcover 
) itſelf; afterwards aroſe that Ambition and Thirſt 
* after Dignities and Honours, and both of them 
united were the Sources of all their —— 

Va» 


r. 


* 
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Probity, and all the ſocial Virtues; and 7 
way to Pride, Cruelty, the Contempt of ti 
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\yarice ſoon baniſh'd Plain - dealing, Juſtice, 


| gave). 


Gods, and a mercenary Proſtitution of all Thing. 
Ambition taught them the Arts of Treachery 
and Diſſimulation, and the inſidious Employ- 
ment of good or bad Expedients to gain their 
ſeveral Ends. Theſe Vices grew up beneath 
the Eye, and were ſometimes puniſh'd ; but 
when, like a * Diſtemper, they had 
diffus'd their Venom in all Places, there was a 
new Face of Things in the City; and that Go- 
vernment, which was once ſo famous for Lenity 
and Juſtice, degenerated afterwards into Cruelty 
and Oppreſſion. | 

AT firſt, Ambition, rather than Avarice, was 
the darling Paſſion of theſe People; and tho' it 


vas the Foundation of many Evils, yet there 


were others that produc'd more pernicious Ef- 
fects. The Nobility and Commons endeavour'd 
to rival each other in the Integrity of their ſe- 
veral Adminiſtrations z one wou'd have thought 
they ſtrove to excel each other in the arduous 
Purſuits of Glory, Preferment and Authority; 
which Emulation was, indeed, a Kind of Ad- 
vantage to the State, We muſt own, however, 
that if ſome of them ſucceeded by the lauda- 
ble Methods of Juſtice and Uprightneſs ; yet 
many having no ſuch Claim to Merit, employ'd 
ard meaneſt Artifices, ſuch as Bribery and Im- 
poſture. 5 
BuT after Ha had got the Sovereign Power 
into his Hands, Ambition, Avarice, Luxury, 
Violence and Rapine ſtarted up in their moſt 
ter- 
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terrible Shapes; Integrity vaniſſ d, Juſtice, baſe: 
abandon'd by her moſt zealous Followers, 
Zmthdrew her divine Influence; Honeſty and Pro- 
Hity were now no. more, ſo that one wou'd have 
been apt to conclude, that all the Roman Vir- 
tues were exhauſted; for now *twas almoſt in. 
famous to appear virtuous. A Thirſt after Ri- 
ches became the Motive of all their Actions 
One was for ſeizing upon Houſes, another up- 
on Lands; ſo that the Conquerors diſdain'd to 
be reſtrain d by Law or Equity, but employ'd 
every Cruelty to vex and grieve the Citizens, 
Fylla himſelf was the Occaſion of theſe Difor- 
ders; he had negletted the ancient Severity of 
their Diſcipline ; and in order to gain the Af 
fections of the Army he had commanded in 
Ala, he ſuffers them to degenerate, by Ken | 
a looſe to Diſorder and Confuſion. Theſe de- 

lightful Places, in which the Soldiers had en- 
joy d lo great a Tranquility, ſoften'd their rough 
Tempers, and enervated their Courage. In- 
chanted with the Sweets they met with in thoſe 
Countries, they had given themſelves up a Prey 
to the engaging Blandiſhments of Senſe : Tw'as 
there they abandon'd themſelves to Drunken- 
neſs, Gluttony and Luſt. They gaz d with ad- 
miring Eyes upon the Pictures, the Statues, the 
carv'd Vaſes; their Admiration ſoon grew up 
into a Deſire of poſſeſſing them: They at firſt 
ſtole them privately, but afterwards carry'd them 
off by Force, and that too in the Face. of the 
whole World ; they plunder'd the Temples of 
their moſt precious Ornaments, nor could any 
thing eſcape their ſacrilegious Hands. voy 
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heſe Soldiers ſaw they had nothing to feg 


ers chey tyranniz'd over the Conquer'd, as if f 
pro Miad forgot the tender Inſpirations ot Humanit ß, 
Nye nd Compaſſion. ITwas not, indeed, to be W 
Fir- eeted that Minds now ſo degenerated and cor- 
in- upted ſhould diſcover the leaſt Moderation in 
Ri- heir Victories; ſince the wiſeſt Men oiten find 
ons. © a difficult Task to keep themſelves within 

up- ue Bounds, when ſurrounded with Affluence 


and Proſperity. Thus when Aches began to 
row into Eſteem, and that by their Means a 
Vay lay open to Glory and Power, they blotted 


for- ut of their Remembrance their original Senti- 
y of nents, which made a Virtue of Poverty. But 
Af How Poverty was look'd upon as infamous, In- 
L in ocence as criminal; Intereſt uſurp'd the Place 
ring r Honour, the Love of Plcaſure ſucceeded 
de- Wo their inſuperable Bravery : In a word, Pride 
en- aniſh'd their native Simplicity of Manners. 
ugh WE! hoſe generous Romans, whole only Glory had 
In- een to brave Dangers and Path, and who 
hoſe ought after Immortality from their heroick 
rey tions, were now no more. I hey were now 
was legencrated into a baſe and effeminate Sett of 


ken en, whoſe only Emulation was to exceed each 
ad- ther in Luxury and Profuſion, in the Coſtli- 
the Niels and Extravagance of their Entertainments, 


n their pompous Kquipages, and the Multitude 
pf their Domeſticks ; he who had a Genius to 


1em eine their Pleatures, and furnith them always 
the rich a new Supply, was conſider d as a Man 
s off Merit. The Men proſtituted themſelves as 
any e many Women, and what gave a Relith to 
hen ne Pleaſure was its Guilt, and its Oppolition 
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ature. They no more endeavour'd to ſur. 
each other in ſupporting Fatigues, but 
Want their whole Thoughts to prevent the Avo- 
tions of Nature. They abandon'd themſelves 
to Sleep before their Bodies call'd upon them 
for that Refreſhment ; an indolent Etfeminacy 
made them outſtrip the Demands of Hunger, 


each other in the Splendor of their Dreſs : 
They eagerly ſought after the moſt ſumptuous 
Furniture, and the Magnificence of their Hou- 
ſes exceeded that of their Temples. In this 
general Confuſion, they ſquar'd all their Actions 
according to the Diverſity of their Conditions, 
Such as were honour'd with any Character of 
Diſtinction were for graſping after Authority, 
while the venal Soul fatisfy'd itſelf in accu- 
Tk mulating Wealth by any Methods. The Rich 
8 threw about their Subſtance with laviſh Hands, 
ö when they had any lucrative Defign in View; 
while ſuch, on whom Fortune had not been 
4 ſo liberal of her Favours, ſet every Spring at 
|," Work, to dilengage themſelves from a Poverty, 
that was now become ſo troubleſome. They 
gave themſelves up to the higheſt Bidder, and 
fold their Voices. Merit was no longer a Path 
that ted to Lignity and Preferment ; nothing 
was ſeen but Intrigue, Faction, and Partiality, 
which was as prevalent in the Senate as with 
the People. Jo ſum up all in one Word, this 
mighty City, which once appear'd to be the 
Retreat of all the focial Virtues, was now be- 
come the Habitation of all Crimes and V ices. 


Cold, and Wearmeſs : They ſtrove to outſhine 
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In the whole, tis an eaſy Matter to pals 
ceive that this proud Republick is haſteningſ 
vo- its Ruin. As it was no longer able to preſer 
ves the Cement of all Things, Union, could any” 
Thing but Deſtruction enſue ? It was now at 
the Summit of its Grandeur, and was altoge- 
ther incapable of ſupporting the Weight of it. 
THEY already conſpire its Ruin. * A Citi- 
zen of an illuſtrious Family, whom Profuſion 
and Luxury had made as poor as he was crimi- 
nal, that he might ſcreen himſelf from Juſtice, 
and change the melancholy Situation of his 
Affairs, at a Time when the Roman Enfigns 
are flying in the Extremities of the Univerſe ; 
while a general Corruption had over-run the 
City, affociates with a Band of Villains as 
infamous as himſelf; when they form a De- 
ſign to oppreſs their Country, to maſſacre 
the Senate, murther the Conſuls ; to ſet Fire 
to the ſeveral Corners of the City, to plun- 
der the publick Treaſury ; and, in a word, 
to tear in pieces the Common - wealth ; and 
as Florus ſays, to perpetrate what Hannibal, 
tho' a ſworn Enemy to the Romans, would 
perhaps have never ſo much as thought of. 
Who would have imagin'd, that the moſt illu- 
ſtrious, the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Perſonages of 
Rome were his Accomplices? But Nature 
ſtarts back with Horror, at the very Reflec- 
tion on the Manner of their Aſſociation. Ca- 
tiline preſents to every Member of it a Cup 
fil'd with Wine mix'd with human Blood; 


* Saluft's Catiline. 
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2 as they all drank of the fame Blood, 


ty might give themſelves that Union which 


Nature had reſus'd; and, as a Conſequence of 
=, that t eir Wills, their Inclinations might 
be One, and that they might never betray one 
another. 

NoTHING could have prevented the De- 
ſtruction of the molt glorious Empire the World 
ever ſaw, had not this Conſpiracy broke out un- 
der the Conſulates of Cicero and Anthony. The 
Former diſcovers it; they ſeize and puniſh 
ſome of the Criminals the Other marches 
againſt the Author of the Plot, whom they 
had ſuſſer d imprudently to eſcape, and who 
had now drawn up together a conſiderable Body 
of Troops; he falls upon him, when thoſe aban- 
don'd Wretches reſolv'd neither to yield, nor 
to ſuller themlelves to be taken Priſoners, but 
dye like Deſperadoes, fell their Lives at the 
deareſt Rate; nor could by Death be forc'd 
from the ſeveral Poſts, which had been aſſignd 
them at the Beginning of the Engagement : 
Nay, even when dead, they ſtill dilcover 2 
threatning and terrible Air. 

ROME no ſooner ſaw itſelf out of Pan- 
ger, but it turn'd its Thoughts to the Enjoy- 
ment of its Liberty, its Grandeur, and its Af, 
fluence, when the Storm arole that was to be 
its Deſtruttion ; Fortune, wearied with laviſh: 
ing her Favours upon that City, now envied 
its Happineſs, and made it turn its Arms in- 
to its own Bowels. Ceſar and Pompey, the 
two molt illuſtrious Generals of the Repub- 
lick, begin to grow jealous of one Ma” 

they 
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they envy each other's Glory and Reputation, * 
Rd 1 hes nothing but Deftruttion Thats ; 
Hatred is ſoon perceiv'd, and in Order to pres 
vent the horrid Conſequences of it, they inſen- 
ſibly endeavour a Reconciliation, by marrying 
one of them to the other's Daughter. While 
Julia liv'd, ſhe maintain'd an Union between 
the Father-in-Law and Son ; but no ſooner 
was ſhe dead, but it broke, and the Jealouly, 
which had been for a Time ſtiff'd between theſe 
two great Generals, began now to break out 
ateſh. Pompey begins to view Cœſar's Riches 
with a ſuſpicious Eye, and Cz/ar takes no little 
Umbrage at the Dignity and ſhining Reputa- 
tion of Pompey. The One could not bear the 
very Mention of an Equal, the Other of a Su- 
perior. Surprizing Thought ! They diſpute 
tor Precedency, as if the Empire of the World 
was incapable of fatisfying the ambitious Thirſt 
of Both. At Rome Pompey endeavours to ruin 
the great Credit Cæſar had gain'd by his ex- 
ceſſive Profuſions, by his numberleſs Victories, 
and his Conqueſts in Gaul. He employs every 
Art to ſtrip him of his Adminiſtration, and 
get him recalld ; but all his Endeavours are 
ineffectual, he is forc'd to yield to Faction, and 
Ceſar's Party. Pompey's Friends now make 
their laſt Struggle. A Decree had been made, 
by which Cæſar was empower'd to be choſen 
Conlul in his Abſence : but they, under Pre- 
tence of that Abſence; pretend to refuſe him 
the Acceſſion to that Dignity. The Senate 
commands him to disband his Army, to re- 
turn to Rome, and ſue for that Dignity, in 
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the uſual Forms, and purſuant to the Laws P. 


 _ "Czfar, enrag'd at their Breach of Promiſe, Wil tc 
ty 


makes this a Pretence not to quit his Govern- 


ment; upon which they proclaim War againſt 


him as an Enemy to his Country. This cele- 
brated Conqueror, ſeeing himſelf the Darling 
of a Victorious Army, forms a Deſign to turn 
thoſe very Arms againſt his own Country, 
which his Superiors had order'd him to em- 
ploy againſt their Fnemies. He flies to the 
anks of the Rubicon; when immediately be- 
taking himſelf to Reflection, he is for ſome 
Time in Suſpence, whether it were better for 
him to paſs that River, or return back; but 
at laſt an extraordinary Omen encourages him 
to procced. He then croffes it with his Army, 
*T was then he pronounc'd thoſe memorable 
Words, Le? us go where the extraordinary Omen 
of the Gods, and the Injuſtice of our Enemit; 
call us The Die is caſt. He was no ſooner on 
the other Side, but he tears his Robes in the 
Preſence of the Tribunes, who were come to 
wait upon him with Eyes full of Tears: He i 
implores the Aſſiſtance of his Soldiers, in the 
moſt tender, the moſt pathetic Expreſſions : 
He lays before them the Injuſtice of his Ene- 
mies, and how he had been compell'd to take 
up Arms againſt them, and immediately advan- 
ces towards Rome. All the Cities of [ah 
tremble at his Approach, and ſet open their 
Gates to him ; nothing is able to oppoſe his 
Valour. Pompey himſelf, and his Friends, great- 
ly aftoniſh'd at the Progreſs he makes, but 
much more at his Diligence, retire with = 
| re- 
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Precipitation; they croſs the Sea, and haſten 
to Theſſaly, in hopes of Meeting a better For- 
tune in that Place. | 

CASAR advances to Rome, and enters it 
in Quality of Sovereign. The City pays ſuch 
an implicite Submiſſion to him, that one wou'd 
have concluded, it had long been accuſtom'd to 
Slavery. * Metellus, one of the Tribunes of the 
People, is the only Man, that has a Soul in- 
trepid enough to oppole himſelf againſt Cæſar, | 
now going to ſeize upon the Treaſure, which | 
was kept in the Temple of Saturn. Cæſar | 
laughs at his Oppoſition, and the Laws he is 
reminded of. He marches on to the Place 
where the Treaſure lay, and finds it ſhut up; | 
and upon their Refuſal to give him the Keys 
of it, he commands his Soldiers to break open | 
the Gates. Metellus again oppoles him; Cæſar | 
threatens to kill him; Young Man, ſays he, you 
know tis much eafier for me to do, than threaten 
it. Upon this the Tribune withdraws himſelf, 
without making any further Reſiſtance, and 
leaves him to plunder it at Pleaſure. | 

CESAR, after he had made the City 
accept of ſuch Conditions as he was pleas'd 
to favour it with, goes over into Spain; but 
pronounces theſe pompous Words before his 
Setting out, I That he was going to fall upon an 
Army without a Leader; and that afterwards 
be wou'd fall upon a Leader without an Army. 
He was not long before he return'd triumphantly 
to Rome. At his Coming he makes himſelf be 


| * Vide Mr. Bayle under the Word Metellus, . Sue- 
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declard Dictator, and a few Days after Conſul. 


He. immediately haſtens to Greece, in Order to 
attack his Enemy ; he comes up with him near 
Pharſatia, and defeats him in thoſe Plains. The 
vanquill'd Pompey flies to Egypt. Cæſar, fat 
from being dazled with the Splendor of his 
Victory, reflects that his Rival is ſtill living, 
and reſolves not to lcave his Work half done. 
His firſt Cares are employ'd in conſidering how 
he may beſt purſue him, to prevent his having 
the Time to aſſemble together the ſcatter'd 
Remains of his Army. 

We now behold Pompey, given up a Prey 
to his Misfortunes. This great Man, who, a 
little before, made every One tremble in his 
Preſence: He, who ſeem'd to have led For- 
tune in Chains; and whoſe ſhining Reputation 
had juftly merited him the Sirname of Great, 
is now reduc'd to ſo low an Ebb, that he 
knows not where to fly ior Refuge. When 
he finds himſelf ready to fall into Cæſar's Hands, 
he flies to the Court of a Monarch, who was 
oblig'd to him for his Crown, expetting natu- 
rally to meet a Friend in him. But this baſe 
and perfidious Prince, under the infamous Pre- 
tence of gratifying the Conqueror, ſends his Be- 
ne factor a ay of Ruffians, inſtead of Suc- 
couring him. The unhappy * Pompey is aſſaſſi- 
nated, and dies upon the Coaſt of Egypt in 
the Sight of his Wife and Children ; and to 
compleat his Wretchedneſs, falls by the Hands 
of Septimius, who had formerly ſerv'd under 
him, but who had now baſely abandon'd him. 
"5 I | They 
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They cut off his Head, and carry it to Ceſar. 
This melancholy Spettacle throws him into 


Tears, and he revenges the Hero's Death, by 


ſacriſicing that Prince to his Manes, who had 
been the Cauſe of it. | | 

WHAT are we to think of theſe Tears! 
He, to whoſe Ambition I houſands of Men had 
been ſacrific'd, cannot refrain weeping, when he 
hears of the Murder of that very Man, whole 
Deſtruction he had ſworn, and whoſe Death 
now puts him in full Poſſeſſion of the F mpire. 
Was he ſorry that he did not fall by his 
Hand? Or, that he had not him in his Power, 
to inſult him at Pleaſure, and ſerve to illuſtrate 
his Triumph? Was it from a Principle of 
Generoſity, that he regretted the Lols of a 
Man, who had ſo long been odious to him? 
How ſuſpicious is this Behaviour! Cæſar ſoon 
dry'd up his Tears in the Arms of the beau- 
tiful Cleopatra: He ſets the Crown of Egypt 
upon the Head of this Prince's, aiter the De- 
teat and Death of Plolemy; when the War 
that was carrying on in Pontus, where the * Son 
of Mithridates had rebell d, calling aloud for 
his Preſence, he flies there, and like, a Thun- 
der-bolt that ruſhes in a Moment trom the 
Clouds, ſtrikes and diſappears; he falls upon 
him, overthrows him, and forces him to lay 
violent Hands upon himſelf; and all this in 
an Inſtant. Twas this made that Emperor 
lay, That he had conquer d his Enemy before he 
bad ſeen him. | 
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CESAR, with his accuſtom'd Vigilance, 
Diſpatch and Fire, flies immediately into 
Aﬀfrick. In this Part of the World he finds 
Victory as auſpicious to him, as ſhe had been 
in all other Places. He afterwards haſtens to] 
Spain, where Pompey 's Sons had renew'd the War 
to revenge the Death of theic Father. Many 
Battles were fought, in which Cæſar always came 
off Conqueror; but that of Munda, which was 
the laſt, had like to have been fatal to him. The] 
Victory was doubtiul for a long Time. His 
Soldiers, accuſtom'd to conquer, appear deſpond- re 
ing and dejected; Fortune diſcovers an Irreſo- ly 
lation, ſo that One wou'd have thought, that t 
the was conſidering whether the thou'd except d 
Cæſar from the general Rule, which is to aban- Wt C 
don her Friends after ſhe had rais'd them, ! 
and in one ſingle Day to diſcount for all the 
Favours ſhe had been heaping upon them for 
ſo many Years. Cæſar himlelf, who had al. 
ways diſcover'd the moſt undaunted Soul, now 
appears melancholy and dejected; whether it 
was owing to the Refle&tion he made upon the] 
Inconſtancy of all ſublunary Things; or that 
He began to look upon fo uninterrupted a Se- 
ries of Proſperity with a ſuſpicious Eye; or 
laſtly, whether ſeeing himſelf to be, what Pom- 
pey once was, he might probably be under ſome 
Apprehenſion of mceting with a like Fate. But 
what Cz/ar had never yet ſeen, or indeed, ever 
could have thought of ſeeing, his Veteran Soldiers 
baſely give ground aiter fourteen Years Service; 
in which Time they had given a thouſand ſhining 
Proots of their Bravery ; and if they might not 
yet 


the ROMAN HISTORY. 43 


yet be ſaid to fly, twas rather a Senſe of Shame 
than their Courage that prevented it. Cæſar, 
exaſperated at their Cowardice, leaps from his 
Horſe, and runs with Rage and Madneſs to the 
Head of his Forces. He himſelt ſtops his Soldi- 
ers, who were now running away : He encourages 
them: He flies from Rank to Rank, and viſits 
every Quarter in his Army in an Inſtant, We 
are even told, that his Diſtraction was ſo great, 
that he was going to throw himſelf upon his 
Sword. But on a ſudden his Troops begin to 
revive, when they ſeize a Vittory out of the 
Hands of the Fnemy, which, One wou'd have 
thought, Fate had decreed thou'd fall to their 
Share. Cæſar, having thus put an End to the 
Civil War that had rag'd ail over the Globe, 
returns to Rome to gather the Fruits of his 
victorious Arms. And the better to ſatisfy his 
Thirſt after Sovereignty, he maintains himſelf 
in Favour with the Soldiery, by his great Lar- 
elſes and Liberalities: He endeavours to inſi- 
nuate himſelf into the Favour of the People - 
by Gifts, pompous Shews, and ſplendid Enter- 
tuinments: In a word, being now no longer 
under any Apprehenſions from a Competitor, 
and finding that the whole World paid him the 
moſt implicit Obedience, he ſeizes upon the ſo- 
vereign Power, and, by Virtue of it, diſpoſes 
of all Things at Pleaſure under the Title of 
Dictator. 

SUCH is the Foundation of the EMPIRE. 
Let us now take a View of this Prince aſter 
his Uſurpation. Flattery becomes the reigning 
Principle in the Senate: This Tribunal, 1 
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ſo jealous of its Liberty, now decrees ſuch 
mighty Honours to the Tyrant, that we can 
ſcarce enough admire the Spirit of Slavery, 
which diſcover'd itſelf on this Occaſion. But 
we mult obſerve at the fame Time, that there 
was a great Mixture of Republican Craft in it. 
And indeed, the Moment the Senators perceiv'd, 
that he exprels'd an uncommon Satistaction at 
the great and honourable Diſtinctions they con- 
fer d upon him, they rack'd their Imaginations 
to invent ſuch as were unlimited and unbaunded, 
the ſooner to make him odious to the People, 
and precipitate his Deſtruction. | 
Plutarch, in the Lite of this Emperor, ob- 
ſerves, that the Enemies of Cz/ar were not 
lets vigorous in promoting thoſe Decrees, than 
thoſe who flatter'd him. Lis certain, that 


ſome of them were puih'd on with a true Spi- 


Tit of  Flattery, while others thought of no- 
thing but deſpiling him. Some were of Opi- 
nion, that a Decree ſhould be made, by which 
he ſhould be impower'd to enjoy any Woman 
he lik'd; for he had great Numbers of that 
Sex at his Service, tho he was upwards of fifty. 
But he was not aware of the Deceit, he fſuf- 
fer d himſelf to be dazPd by the Splendor of 
the Decrees the Senate made in his Favour ; 
his Countcnance diſcover d, that he was per- 
ſuaded they were the Reſult of his Merit; and 
he forgot himſelf fo far, that he wou'd not one 
Day condeſcend to riſe up, when the Senate 
were coming to preſent him with the Decrees, 
by which he receie'd a new Acceſſion of Ho- 
gour. This haughty Condutt, and the odious 

Title 
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Title of King, that his Favourites ſought to 
dignify him with, and which he himſelf ap- 
pear'd ſo fond of, were the chief Cauſes of his 


Ruin. © Thoſe Honours they had beſtow'd up- 


« on him, ſays Florus, were in Reality ſo many 
« Garlands, with which they had dreſs'd him 
« 25a Victim mark d out for Slaughter. They 
at laſt open their Eyes, the Yoke begins to ſit 
very heavy upon 'em, and they endeavour to 
ſhake it off. Brutus, Caſſius, and ſome other 
Patricians, are of Opinion that the moſt in fal- 
lible Expedient wou d be to diſpatch the Uſur- 
per; they therefore form a Conſpiracy againſt 
his Life. The Senate-houſe was choſen to be 
the Theatre of it, and was thought the moſt 
roper Place for Liberty to ſhake off her Chains. 
7k powerful are the Decrees of Fate! A 
Rumour was ſpread in all Places, that a Plot 
was hatching : The very Day it was to break 
out, Cæſar had an Account of the whole Affair 
put into his Hands, and at the fame time, that 
he facrifices an hundred Vittims, not one of 
'em portends any Thing in his Favour. He yet 
goes undaunted to the Senate, and is miſerably 
aſſaſſinated in that Place. Fach Conſpirator 1s 
cagerly impatient to ſtrike the mortal Blow, 
and he has the killing Griet to ſee himſelf 
ſtabb d by the Sword of Brutus, to whom he 
had been remarkably liberal of his Favours, 
and whom he call'd out upon by the Name of 
Lon in his expiring Moments. Iis certain, 
that this laſt Action of theſe Aſſaſſins cannot 
be * animadverted upon with too much Severity, 
what- 
* Vide Plutarch. in Caſare. 


N 


ö 
ſr 


46 A New ESSAY on . 


whatever might have been their Motive. Had 
Ceſar merited a thouſand Deaths, yet was it 
not the Buſineſs of a few private Men, to ft 
themſelves up for the Executioners of Juſtice, 
'They were, undoubtedly, very much blinded by 
Paſſion *, not to foreſee, as i hings then ſtood, 
that they cou'd ſcarce have any Room to flat- 


ter themſelves with the pleaſing Hopes of ſe- Jon 
ing Liberty revive again. 0 
Tu Roman Power was now too much ex- 27 
tended , their Manners were quite chang'd ; - 

Luxury and Ambition bore too great a Sway in 5 
Rome, and were the Springs of too many D. *, 
orders. What cou'd 0 general a Depravation ©] 


1 end in, but a total Subverſion of the Repub- 
194 lick! Beſides, Ambition was rated at too high 
. a Price; the Dignity which they were eager 
to ſtrip from the Conqueror of Pompey the 
Great, was ſo much envy'd, that any One might 
have forelcen that no ſooner had they diſpatch'd 
one Man, but numberleſs Competitors wou'd 
have ſtarted up, and have fought for it. 
AFTER Cæſars Death, there was ſome Pro- 
bability that the Romans wou'd now recover 
their ancient Liberty, which wou'd certainly 
have come to paſs, if Cæſar had not left behind 
him too many Heirs of his Blood, and of his 
Ambition. Theſe, under a Pretence of re- 
venging his Death, imploy all their Thoughts 
to the taking olf his Murderers, and ruining their 
Projects. IwWas to no Purpoſe, that ſuch as 
were Friends to Liberty applaud the Murder 
of Cæſar; in vain they attempt to 2 
on- 
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Conſpirators, and enter into a Confederacy to 


be oppoſe ſuch great Men as ſhou'd endeavour to 

ſet revenge his Death; for theſe latter got the bet- 
4 et ter. Brutus and Caſſius are oblig'd to conſult 
| by their Safety by Flight. They endeavour to 


keep up their Party in the Provinces : They 
maintain themſelves vigoroully in Macedonia for 


— ſome time, with a conſiderable Body of very 
"© Wl good Troops; but Fortune at laſt declares for 
the other Side; theſe two illuſtrious Defenders 

vol of Liberty fall in the memorable Battle of Phi- 
„ei, and are reduc'd to the cruel Neceſſity of 
Ne laying violent Hands upon themlelves.- Brutus 
In is faid to have “ reproach'd Virtue in his la- 
4 0 teſt Moments. Wretcbed Virtue, ſays he, how 
igh | have 
ger * Brutus has been cenſur'd for employing his laſt Words 
the in Exclamations againſt Virtue ; but Florus, Book 4. Ch. 7. 
ght gives his Approbation of them. Mr. Bayle in his Remarks 
h'd upon Brutus is of the ſame Opinion: © If we conſider, 
ud % ſays be, the Syſtem Brutus had torm'd to himſelf, we 
« ſhall find that his Invectives were built upon a very 

« good Foundation. He had look'd upon Virtue, Juſtice, 

ro- e and Equity, as Beings that really exiſted; that is to ſay, 
ver © as Beings, whoſe Strength was ſuperior to that of In- 
nly « juſtice; who in the End plac'd their faithful Followers 
te « out of the reach of all the Accidents and Inſults of For- 
ind « tune; whereas he had met with the Reverſe of all theſo 
his « Things. He now, a ſecond time, ſaw the Followers of 
re- wo — the Caule of his dear Country, proſtrate at the 
hes Feet ot a Party of Rebels; he ſaw Mark Anthony, as 
1 * vile a Wretch as ever breath'd, with Hands yet recking 
ICI in the Blood of the moſt illuſtrious Citizens of Rome, 
as « juſt return'd from the Overthrow of the glorious Aﬀer- 
der * tors of Liberty. He found, therefore, that he was wretch · 


« edly abus'd with the Idea he had form'd to himſelf of 
* Virtue : All he had got in her Service, was the miſerable 
Choice of either throwing himſelf out of Life, or of 

* be- 
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bave TI been deluded in thy Service“ I thourht 
thee a real Being; for which Reaſon I became 
thy Follower ; but thou art no more than an emp- A 
ty Name, a mere Shadow, the Prey of Fortune, 1 
and her Slave. 7 

Bo r the Death of theſe two great Men did +1 
not put a Stop to future Troubles ;, Octavius, Mt 
Anthony and Lepidus, who between themſelves gi 
had form'd that fatal Alliance, ſo well known ve 
by the Name of the Triumvirate, commit the ll « 
moſt unheard of Cruelties in Rome. They mu- 
tually ſurrender up to each other their reſpec- 60 
tive Enemies, purſuant to one of their Articles, Mt « 
and fill the City with Murder and Proſcrip- cc 


tions. I | | 5 | cc 
TE Triumvirs were each of them too am- 0 
bitious, to preſerve their Unity for any Time. e 
They ſoon grow jealous, and endeavour to un- 60 
dermine one another; but Octavius prevails : ce 
He now ſtands ſingle, and not being any longer cc 
in Fear of a Competitor, unites the ſupreme ll < 
Authority in his own Perſon. Twas then that cc 
Rome quite loſt her precious LIBERTY, which ce 
Cæſar had almoſt brought to the laſt Gaſp. cc 


e becoming the Sport of an Uſurper; at the ſame time 
« that Mark Antycny, who was one of the moſt zealous 


| * Followers of Rapine and Irjuſtice, had thereby pro- cc 
„ cur'd to himſelt a Plenitude of Power, and by that cc 
Means a Capacity ot gratitying every irregular Paſhon. Wl be 


* This it was that made Brutus cry out, that Virtue had 


c no real Exiſtence; and that *twas the Buſineſs of every we 
One, who was unwilling to be thought a Bubble, to cc 
* conſider her as an empty Name, and not as a real tc 
* Bring. - 
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OCTAYVIUS, ſo well known by the Name of 
Augüſeus, having employ'd every Violence to 
make his Way to the Throne, is no ſooner 
ſeated in it, but he ſecures it to himſelf, by 
the Excellency of his Adminiſtration. Let us 
liſten a Moment to S. Evremont, who has 
given us ſo fine an Idea of the Genius and Go- 
vernment of this Prince.“ Auguſtus, lays he, 
« was reſolv'd that the Tyranny of the Trium- 
« yirate, and the Havock which had been made 
« by the Civil Wars, ſhou'd be ſucceeded by a 
« virtuous and rational Adminiſtration in his 
« Perſon; and that a People, who had been ſub- 
& du'd by Force, ſhou'd now be govern'd by the 
« Pictates of Reaſon; and hating a Violence, 
« which, tis probable, the Neceſſity of his 
« Affairs might have oblig'd him to, he finds 
© out the Art t) eſtablih a happy Depen- 
« dence, that was leſs ally'd to Slavery, than 


« their ancient Liberty. He was not one of 


ce thoſe Princes, who make all the Beauty of 
« Power to confiſt in the Rigour of implicit 


& Obedience; who think the only Charms of 


“Service and Submiſſion to conſiſt in the Ne- 
e oeſſity their Subjects are under of conform- - 
« ing to them. He, on the contrary, was of 
4 Opinion, that every Prince, who was defi- 
© rous of having his People at his Diſpoſal, 
ce muſt firſt win their Aﬀettions, before he at- 
<< tempted to require a Submiſſion; and was ſo 
* happy in inculcating the Advantage of his 
* Injunctions, that they beſtow'd leſs Reflec- 
tien upon the Obligations they were under 
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e of conforming to em, than the Advantage 
« they found by that Submiſſion. | 
«© ONE of the greateſt Cares, which conti- 
& nually employ'd his Thoughts, was, to make 
©. the — reliſh the Sweets of Government, 
4 and inſenſibly wear out of their Minds al 
* Reflections on their Dependence. This made 
4 him wave all ſuch Names as might create 
te a Diſguſt, and to avoid particularly that of 
« Difator , ſo odious in Sylla, and even in 
cc Ce/ar himſelf Far from uſurping any new 
& Titles, to give a kind of Sanction to his new Ml « 
te Power, he was willing to conceal it under 
« the uſual Dignities, and ſuch Names as they ll « 
© were well acquainted with. « 
_ « HE, therefore, from Time to Time, gave Wl « 
© himſelf the Title of * Emperor, to preſerve ll « 
cc 
cc 


A 
ee 
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ce the Authority over his Legions. He made 
< himſelf be created -þ Tribune, that he might 
< have the People at his Diſpoſal ; and Prince Will « 
© of the Senate, the better to ſecure the Govern- as 
& ment of it to himſelf : But after he had un Wi « 


ce 
* Auguſtas did not take upon himſelf the Title of Empe- cc 
ror as himſelf and the Generals of Armies had often dong, « 


after the gaining a Victory; but as it had been granted to 
Julius Ceſar and his Poſterity 3 that is to ſay, as a Title 
that was to be * and as a Mark of the real Au 
thority he was inveſted with. 
+ Auguſtus did not take the Title of Tribune of the Peo- 
bs but procur'd himſelf a Grant of the Power of thoſe 
agiſtrates 3 and gave this Name to the — Author 
rity, purely to avoid the hateful Title of Dzator or wi 
— at the ſame time, to inyeſt himſelf with One, whic 
might be ſuperior to all the reſt, Suetonius, Tacitus, 
Dion. ; 
* . ee ted 
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a9 ted ſo many different Authorities in his on 

„( Perſon, he alſo took upon himſelf a Variety 
_w &« of Cares; and procur'd to himſelf the Com- 
ake BY « mand over the Army, the People, and the 
ent e Senate, when he had once inveſted himſelt 
4 ec with this Power; but he made no other 


e Ule of it, than to clear up that general Con- 
ce fuſion of all Things. He eſtabliſh'd to the 
e People all ſuch Laws as had been made in 
& their Favour; putting only a Stop to the Can- 
en vaſſing that had been fo much prattis'd in the 
n Elections of their Magiſtrates. He reſtor'd the 
h c Senate to its ancient Splendor, after he had 
WH © baniſh'd the Corruption that prevail'd fo 
© much in that Place; for he contented him- 


"© WE ſelf with an Authority, which was ſo limited, 
*. « as not to leave him Latitude enough to do 
oY © any Thing to their Prejudice. Thus did the 
ry e People, enjoy as much Freedom, tho* they 


© had not the ſame Room to be ſeditious as 
before. The Senate was inveſted: with as ex- 
ce tenſive a Power, tho' it was leſs unjuſt than 
te it had been for ſome Time. Liberty loft on- 
pe © ly thofe Evils it might occaſion, but none of 
© that Happineſs it might naturally produce. 
ite BY © AFTER he had ſettled every Thing in this 
Au excellent Order, he revolv'd a Variety of Re- 
“e flections in his Mind, and for a conſiderable 
> I © Time, held a Conſultation with himſelf, 
ho © whether he ſhou'd continue at the Head of 
1 « the Empire, or reſtore the People to their 
g “ former Liberty. The Examples of Hlla and 
Cæſar, tho? very different, made an equal Im- 
4 « preſſion upon him in Favour of this laſt e- 
wy » E 3 &« flection. 
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&« flection. He conſider'd, that Sylla, who hat 
& made a voluntary Reſignation of the Dis 
ce torſhip, died peaceably in the midſt of his 
& Enemies; and that Cæſar's holding of it, had 
ce been the Occaſion of his being aſlaſſinated by 
& his beſt Friends, who were ſo far from bluſh 
ce ing, that they gloried in the Action. 

 < DURING this Uncertainty of Reſolution, he 
ce conſults Mzcenas and Agrippa his principal 
« Friends. Agrippa, to whole Valour he ow'd hi 
« Empire, advis'd him to reſign it; 'tis uncertain 
* whether this proceeded from a Principle of 
« Moderation, or from certain hidden Springs 
c As he knew himſelf to be a greater Warrior 
than Auguſtus, he might, probably expect to 
be inveſted with the greateſt Dignities in the 
Republick, as ſoon as it ſhou'd be reſtor'd 
Meacenas, on the other Side, who had the 
Intereſt of his Sovereign no leſs at Heart tha 
his own, was of Opinion, that he ſhou'd hold 
© the Empire. He aſſur'd him, that *twas im- 
* poſſible for the State to ſubſiſt but under a 
4% Monarch; which he enforc'd with a Multi- 
tude of Reaſons; that he cou'd not reſign his 
Authority without endangering his Life; but 
that on the contrary, his Perſon and Power 
« wou'd be aſſur'd to him under a wiſe an 
ce equitable Adminiſtration, 


Bur Auguſtus follow'd the Opinion of the 
latter, and tho? he ſtill continu'd the ſoyereign 
Power in his own Hands, he yet made an 
Offer of Reſignation to the Senate, tho? he re- 
foly'd upon the contrary, But they all unite 
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had n refuſing it; ſome thro' a Principle of Affec- 
c. tion ; others thro? Fear; and many from a po- 
hi litical View. So that he might have affirm'd, 
had that the Senate and People had forc'd him to 
by take the Reins of Government into his Hands. 
il BY But, to inſinuate himſelf till farther into the 
Eſteem of the great Men, and the Confidence 
„he ot the People, he immediately declares, that 
pal Wi he wou'd not accept of the ſovereign Dignity, 
hi for a longer Term than five Years ; at the 
an Expiration of which he continu'd ten Years lon- 
ger, and afterwards for twenty. Thus diſcover- 
sing, from Time to Time, ſome Inclination to 
10! reſtore them to their ancient Liberty, and em- 
% ploying all his Care to ſettle the Empire on a 
the BY happy and flouriſhing Foundation, he maintain'd 
rd. Bi hmſelf the remainder of his Life in the ſove- 
the Bi reien Diguity, and left this good Saying of him- 
nan Wi {cli behind him, that It had been better he had 
o never bren horn, or had never died. 
n. AUGUSTUS was happy in an exquiſite Taſte 
r 1 8 ind a mot profound judgment; he had a per- 
It BN fect Notion of Merit, and was ever ready to 
his reward it. ; 
but Mex of Senſe and Learning made their 
ver Fortune at his Court: In their Company he 
nus d to paſs away his unbended Hours, and ho- 
nour'd them wich his Friendſhip. T 'Was this 
gare Birth to a noble Emulation, that refin'd 
he BY their Taſte, heighten'd their Wit, and improv'd 
6 BY their Penetration. Twas this that threw ſo 
Wo great a Luſtre on his Age, that it is ſtill, and 
fe. bas ever been look'd upon, as the moſt illuſtri- 
«oy cus the World ever ſaw. Clemency was onegof 


! 
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the moſt ſhining Virtues of this Monarch, which 
he diſcover'd on many Occaſions, but was neve: 
more conſpicuous than in a Conſpiracy, which 
had been form'd againſt himſelf, and which was 
then going to break out. But he, far from pu- 
niſhing the Accomplices, heap'd upon them on 
the contrary the greateſt Benefits, and raisd 
them to the higheſt Dignities. At laſt, after a 
long Reign, he dy'd to the great Regret of the 
whole World. With this Emperor flew away the 
Felicity of the Empire. During his Reign, his 
Yoke was ſo eaſy, his Adminiſtration ſo happy, 
that the Romans did not ſo much as perceive 
their Slavery; but after his Death it triumph' 
over them, in its moſt horrible and dreadful 
Shapes. 

THe greateſt Part of the ſucceeding Empe- 
rors reign'd in a quite different Manger, than 
Auguſtus had done. They abandon'd them- 
ſelves to every kind of Vice, and the moſt wr 
heard of Irregularities. So ſhamefully did they 
abuſe the Authority they had been intruſted 
with, that their Cruelties were greater than 
ever Targuin had committed. One wou'd have 
been apt to conclude, that their ſole Delight 
conſiſted in improving every kind of Violence 
and Diſorder, in contemning the Laws, in re- 
ducing with Impunity the worthieſt Men to the 
moſt deplorable Circumſtances, and in diſcovei- 
ing their Power by no other Marks bur their 
Tyranny. Let us deſcend a little to Parti 
culars, and take a View of ſach Emperors, 
whether good or bad, as are chiefly mention'd 
in the Roman Hiſtory. 


Tus 
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Tk Firſt that preſent themſelves appear 
Monſters rather than Men. We will begin witn 
Tiberius. Auguſtus had choſen him far his Suc- 
ceſſor, but 'twas rather owing to the Complais 
ſince he had for Livia, than from any Inclina- 
tion of his own; ſince no One knew ſo well as 
himſelf the Vices of that Prince. Some have 
pretended, that it was owing to a politick and 
ambitious View, that the Romans might regret 
his Death the more. 

BE that as it will, when Tiberius was fix'd in 
the Empire, he behav'd himſelf very diſſerent 
from what his Predeceſſor had done. I am not 
ignorant, that he acted a very hypocritical Part 
in the Beginning of his Reign; and that he 
took no leſs Care to conceal his Faults, under 
the ſpecious Appearance of Gentleneſs. But 
they were not long before they diſcover'd, 
that he was of a Character quite oppoſite to 
what he affected to appear in. Never Prince 
was a greater Impoſtor, was more jealous of his 
Authority, or had a greater Fund of Diſſimu- 
lation; was more cruel, or more inclin'd to the 
moſt extravagant Debauches than hiniſelf. The 
Reader, perhaps, may not be diſpleaſed with ſee- 
ing the Picture of this Emperor, as it is drawn 
by the Hand of M. de St. Evremont. 


© THE Roman Virtue, ſays that Author, was 

« greatly relax'd ſince the Death of Brutus and 
« Caſſius, who had for ſome Time kept up 
* the Pomp and Haughtineſs of it. After the 
« Death of Anthony, the People were almoſt 
* univerſally pleas'd with the Conduct of Au- 
E 4 * gaſtus, 
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« guſtus, and had the greateſt Complaiſance for 
* 12 Perſon. At the Acceſſion of Tiberius 
& this Complaiſance degenerated into the moſt 
« jgnominious Flattery. We may boldly at- 
& firm, that this Prince, who was naturally ir- 
te reſolute, won'd not have graſp'd after fo un- 
e bounded an Authority; but the Romans, 
* more cager to obey, than Tiberius to com- 
& mand, bow'd down their Necks to his Yoke, 
« at a Time when he had ſcarce Hopes they 
& wou'd pay the leaſt Submiſſion to his Au- 
* thority. Such was the Genius of the Romans 
4 under his Reign. 
C As for Tiberius, his moſt ſecret Deſign, and 
e that which he beſt carry'd on, was that of 
& changing all the Maxims which Auguſtus had 
ce goyern'd by. No ſooner was the latter ſeated 
£ on the Imperial Throne, but he gave up to 
& the Good of the Publick, all that an equitable 
cc and prudent Syſtem of Politicks cou'd inſpire 
ce him to beſtow; but Tiberius form'd a kind 
c of Cabinet-Science, which comprehended the 
& Intereſt of the Prince, but after a very falſe 
& and myſterious Manner, abſtracted from the 
18 D of the State, and generally deſtructive 
* to the Good of the Publick. 

© Good. Senſe, Capacity, and Fidelity in 
& keeping a Secret, were now chang'd into 
“ Craft, Artifice and Diſſimulation. Actions, 
c whether good or evil, were now no longer 
& diſtinguiſh'd by their own intrinſick Merit; 
« every Thing was either judg'd according to 
4 the delicate Sentiments of the Emperor, or 
bf the Subtilty of ſome pernicious Speculation. 


| TH 


« THE Credit of Germanicus, ſo ſerviceable. 
« jn quieting the Legions, was of great Ad- 
« yantage, but did not continue to pleaſe for 
e any Lime, When the Storm was blown over, 
« they began to reflect, that he might poſſibly 
ee vyichdraw them from the Allegiance they ow'd 
their Emperor, ſince he had found out the 
« Secret to bring them back to their Duty. 
« His Fidelity to Tiberius did not do him the 
© leaſt Service; his Moderation in refuſing the 
« Empire was not ſufficient to plead his Inno- 
© cence; he was judg'd guilty of what had on- 
&« ly been offer'd him; and ſo many Engines 
« were employ'd to work his Deſtruttion, 
&« that they at lait made away with a Man, 
© who was willing to obey, but deſery'd to go- 
te vern. 

« Thus Germanicus, the Darling of the No- 
« 2445, came to a fatal End in the Midſt of 
“ an Army, where he had lets to fear from 
ce the Enemies of the Empire, than from an 
e Emperor, whom he had ſerv'd ſo faithfully; 
« and who ( to enhance his Guilt the more) 
© was his Uncle by the Father's Side, and his 
ce adopted Father. But he was not the only 
« Perſon, that felt the dreadful Effects of his 
« fatal Policy; the ſame malignant Spirit diſ- 
«© cover'd itſelf on all Occaſions. Employments 
« mm the Provinces were no other than myſte- 
4 ſterious Baniſhments. The Dignitics and Go- 
« vernments were beſtow'd on none, but ſuch, 
te as were either mark'd out for Deſtruction, or 
« to deſtroy others. In a word, an upright 
* Behaviour in any Adminiſtration was no lon- 
ger 
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4 per a Merit; for to ſay the Truth, the Ar. Ml © © 
& mies were commanded by Out-laws, rather WM © * 
< than Generals; and the Provinces had Exiles A 
< rather than Governors over them: Even now Ml © * 
tc at Rome, where the Laws had always been ſo f 
4 religiouſly kept, and with ſo much Forma. Ml © 
< lity, nothing was executed, but by the Influ- MW © 
= ence of that myſterious Cabinet. When any Ml © 
& Man of a conſpicuous Merit diſcover'd a pal: 

« fionate Warmth for the Glory of the Fm 
© pire, Tiberius immediately ſuſpected he had MI © 
* himielf ſome ambitious Views, that pointed 

< towards the Empire. If any One difcover'd 
c an innocent Remembrance of his former Li- 
& berty, he was look'd upon as a dangerous 
« Perſon, deſirous of re-eſtabliſhing the Com. 1 
c mon- wealth. To dare fo much as to & praiſe 
« Brutus and Caſſius, was a Crime, that no- 
& thing leſs than Death cou'd expiate. To L 
« regret Auguſtus was a ſecret Offence, which 
© they were the leſs inclin'd+to pardon, as no 
© One dar'd to complain of it; for Tiberius 
ec was always very laviſh in his Praiſes of him 
& in Publick, and inſtituted divine Honours to 
« his Memory; which he himſelf was the firſt 
& to pay him; but all the Impulſes of Hu- 

, manity were forbid, and the leaſt Shew of 
“ Tenderneſs for the Memory of the deceaſed 
* Emperor, was taken for a tacit Accuſation 


* Aulus Cremutius Crdus was accus'd for the Frilegres 
he had beſtow'd on Brutus and Caſſius in an Hiſtory of his, 
upon which Sentence of Death was paſs'd upon him, a 
executed. He had given the Title of the laſt Ran to 
theſe Republicans, 

of 
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« of the preſent Government, or for ſome per- 
« ſonal Hatred of the reigning Monarch. | 

« THE Crimes, /ays my Author, which had 
ce reign'd hitherto, were only ſuch as proceeded 
« from the Inſpirations of a Jealouſy, ariſing 
« from a falſe Syſtem of Politicks ; but now 
« *tis nothing leſs than open Cruelty, and ma- 
« nifeſt Tyranny. | 

« UNSATISFIED with laying aſide the moſt 
© wholeſome Maxims, they are now for abo- 
ce liſhing the moſt ſalutary Laws; which are 
e ſucceeded by a thouſand new Ones, that in 


| © outward Appearance ſeem to be calculated 


« for the Emperor's Preſervation, but are in 
« Reality levell'd at the Deſtruction of all the 
« ſurviving Perſons of Merit in Rome. 

« EvikxyY Thing is now declar'd High- 
&« Treaſon; in former Times *twas cuſtomary 
« to puniſh the Authors of a genuine Conſpi- 
c racy , but now they puniſh an innocent Ex- 
« preſſion by the malicious Interpretations they 
« put upon it. , 

« HE doleful Complaints with which the 
« Wretched are allow'd to ſooth their Misfor- 
© tunes; Tears, thoſe natural Expreſſions of 
© our Grief; thoſe Sighs, that filently ſteal 
« from us; nay, Looks themſelves were now 
« of the moſt fatal Conſequence. The Sim- 
« plicity of Diſcourſe was a Mark that ſome 
„very ill Deſign was hatching, a diſcreet Si- 
© lence was a Screen for wicked Intentions ; 
* they look'd upon Joy as a pleaſing Hope, 
* that the Prince's Death wou'd be haſten d; 
they thought Sorrow a manifeſt Token of 

theilt 


60 A New ESSAY or 
their repining at his Proſperity, or the Con- 
E tinuance of his Life. In the midſt of Dan- 
4 ger, if the bare Apprehenſions of Oppreſſion 
4 betray'd ſomething like what we call Fear, it 
« was immediately conſtru'd the ſtrongeſt To- 
** kens of a territied Conſcience, which betray- 
“ ing itlelf, either diſcover'd ſomething alrea- 
* dy done, or that was going to be put in 
« Execution. One, who was famous for Cou- 
te rage and Conſtancy, was conſider'd (with 
% Fear) as a bold Fellow, ready for all At- 
e tempts, To ſpeak, to be ſilent; to rejoice, 
te to be ſad; to be afraid, or to be reſolute ; 
ce all was criminal, and ended too often in a 
4 very cruel Death. 

C Hus were the Suſpicions of ſome People, 
« a manifeſt Token of the Guilt of others; 
* *twas not ſufficient that Men were expos'd 
© to what every brib'd Acculer cou'd charge 
te them with; to the Miſrepreſentations of Spies, 
< to Suppoſitions of Facts that never exiſted, 
4 but in the prolifick Brain of ſome vile In- 
c former. Beſides this, they had every thing 
© to fear from the capricious Imagination of 
« the Emperor; for when a Man imagin'd, 
that the Innocence, not only of his Acti- 
4 ons, but of his Thoughts, would ſhield him 
© from every Danger, he was hurried on to 
* Deftruttioa by the mere Malice of his Con- 
44 jectures. 

A Pardon, or a Liberty of pleading one's 
own Cauſe, were Indulgences not to be expected 
from the Senate; this Tribunal, devoted to 
Flattery, regulated all its Proceedings, and 
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ſorm'd all its Decrees, as the Paſſions of the 
Prince were pleas'd to dictate. Neither cou'd 
a Man flatter himſelf with the Hopes of baf- 
fling the Informers, Tiberius protected them 
openly; he had loaded them with Rewards, 
and wou'd have them look'd 2 as the Pro- 
tectors of the Law. Thus Death naturally 
ſollow'd Impeachments. Such as were deſirous 
of avoiding the Shame of being condemn'd; and 
of dying by the infamous Hands of the Hang: 
man, did themſelves haften the Period of their 
Lives, by a ſudden and voluntary * Diſpatch- 
ing ot themſelves. This kind of Death, ſo 
often practis'd under the Reign of Tiberius, 
was a very great Detriment to the Empire, 
which, by this means, loſt a great Multitude 
of its moſt innocent, and moſt worthy Sub- 
jects. | 

| We ſhall not wonder at theſe cruel Pro- 
ceedings, if we conſider that Tiberius's Love and 
Affection were confin'd to himſelf only; that 
he was ever ready to facrifice every Thing to 


ſad Extreme was, becauſe ſuch as died heſore Sentence of 
Death was paſs'd upon them, had funeral Honouts paid to 
their Memory ; their Teſtaments were valid, and their 
Eſtates devolv'd upon their Children: Whereas on the 
contrary, ſuch as had been condemn'd, were, after their 
Execution in Priſon, or their being thrown from the Tar- 
þe:an Rock by the Tribunes of the People, and ſometimes 
by the Conſuls, denied Interment; and were expos'd in 
the Firum, dragy'd through the Streets, flung into the 
1yber, and their Eſtates confiſcated. Neither Age, Qua- 
lity, or Sex, were exempt from theſe Puriſhments. 


* The principal Cauſe of their having ir Sem to this 
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his Ambition, and that his Friends were full 
as indifferent to him as Strangers. 

WHAT an Inſenſibility did he diſcover both 
before and after the Death of his Son * Dr» 
fus ? Tacitus and Suetonius aſſure us, that he 
did not give the leaſt Token of Affliction du- 
ring the Sickneſs of this Prince, neither did he 
abſent himſelf from the Senate, even during the 
Interval of Time between his Death and his 
Interment. He was the only Perfon, who, at 
a Time, when the whole Senate were venting 
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* This Prince was Son to Tiberius and Vipſania, his 
firſt Wife, Agrippa s Daughter. He died by the Treachery 
of Se janus. T his ambitious Favourite, who aſpir'd to no- 
thing leſs than the Empire, firſt drew up a Scheme to dil: 
patch Druſus out of the way, who, in 3 of Tibe. 
rias's Son, laid the next Claim to the Succeſhon. And the 
better to ſucceed in his infamous Project, he endeavour d 
to gain over to his Intereſt, Livia, Siſter to Germanicus, 
who had married that Prince after the Deceaſe of Caius Ce. 
far, Grandſon to Aus uſtus, her firſt Husband. This Prin- 
1 ceſs had been very ugly, but was afterwards a very great 
I Beauty. Sejanus had fo bad an Opinion of her Virtue and 
'4 Goodneſs, as to imagine, that by making a Declaration 
of Love to her, he ſhould, by that Means, engage her to 
be an Accomplice, -in the Deſign he had form d to take off 
her Husband. He, therefore, feigns a very great Paſſion 
for her, ſhe liſtens to bim, and conſents to all his Wiſhes, 
He afterwards propoſes to marry her, and feat her upon 
the Imperial Throne, provided ſhe wou'd poiſon Druſus. 
Upon this flattering, tho* uncertain Hope, ſhe, by the 
Commiſſion of a moſt horrid Crime, quitted One that 
was certain and ſolid : For ſhe, in concert with Sj 
nus, gets her Husband poiſon'd by the Hand of the Eu- 
* Ddus. Tacitus obſerves upon this Occaſion, that a 

oman, who has once proſtituted her Honour, freely 
abandons herſelf to her Gallant, and is ready to com- 
mit any Aion, which he may afterwards puſh her on 
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fn ! their Sorrows in Groans, and Floods of Tears; 
he, I fay, was the only Perſon, that did not 
och diſcover the leaſt Symptoms of Sorrow. Nay, 
4 ME © well did he keep up his borrow'd and hy- 
be pocritical Spirit in his Diſcourſe, that twas 
du. plain to all the World, he was not affected with 
he any Senſations of Grief or Diſcontent. 
the Bur let us ſee what is his Treatment of 
bis 4grippina, Widow to Germanicus. This Lady, 
uo illuſtrious in whatever Light we view her, 
4 this prolifick Woman, ſo venerable for her Cha- 
ſtity ! ſo renowned for her Courage! whoſe In- 
1;  pirations had ſometimes made her ſhare with 
ber) her Husband in his military Command? The 
no. abandon d Tiberius, not fatisfy'd with having 
15 baniſh'd her to one of the moſt deſart Iſlands 
| +. n the whole Empire, was over and above ſo 
urd tender of her, as to give Orders that ſhe ſhou'd 
iu, be put to Death, with all the Torments that 
(4 Bi Cruelty cou'd invent; and that his Inſults 
might reach beyond the Grave, he had her 
Birth-day rank'd among the unhappy Ones, to 
make her Name the more odious to Poſterity. 
Beſides, his Impudence was ſo great, that he 
declar'd he had ſhew'd her no ſmall Fayour, 
in not candemning her to be ſtrangled, or giv- 
ing Orders that her Body ſhou'd be thrown to 
the Dogs. 

NERO and Druſus, both Sons of this illu- 
ſtrious Roman, had not any more Mercy ſhew'd 
'em. They forc'd the firft to lay violent Hands 
on himſelf: The other was reduc'd to the hor- 
rid Extreme of ſubſiſting upon the Flocks of 
his Bed, and with this Suſtenance ſpun out a 
wretched 
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wretched Life, to a longer Term by nine Days, 
than he cou'd otherwiſe have done. His Keepers 
kept a Journal, of all he ſaid, or did, during his 


Impriſonment; it was drawn up fo very exact, 


that they mention'd even the Names of thoſe very 


Slaves, who had either beat, or threaten'd him, 


whenever he ſtirr'd out of his Chamber ; the 


Imprecations with which, in his dying Mo- 
ments, he loaded the Author of all this bar- 
barous Treatment; their refuſing of him a Mot. 
ſel of Bread; the Blows, with which the 
Slaves knock'd him down, and many other Par. 
ticularities of the like Nature. He was m 
Jooner dead, but Tiberius had the Baſeneſs th 
accuſe him before the Senate; and ſo flagrantly 
impudent, that in the Account he then gave 
them, he took Notice of the rigorous Cruel 
ties wherewith he had tormented this unfortu. 


nate Prince. Had not the Senators juſt Re 


ſon to tremble, and be aſtoniſh'd at the very 


Thoughts of an Emperor, who ſo audaci 


ouſly threw off the Mask, and ſo manifeſtly 


laid aſide his former Diſſimulation? In 4 


word, cou'd any thing be a ſtronger Charade. 
riſtick of the bloody Nature of Tiberius, and 


the cruel Deſire he had to cut off his who 


Family, than that Saying, which was ſo offer 
in his Mouth, * That he thenght Priam hapyy, 
in having ſurviv'd his Children, 

I ſhall not expatiate upon the ſecret, infamous 
Pleaſures, and the moſt unheard of Vices, that 
were the whole Employment of this Emperor, di- 
ring the ten laſt Years of his Life, which he ſpent 

ad i 
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on the Ambition of Sejauus? This Favourite, 
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in the Iſland of Caprea. Tis impoſſible fo much 
as to think of them without Horror, they are 
ſcarcely credible, and better it were, to bury 
them in eternal Oblivion, than to publiſh them 
to the World. All I ſhall take notice of is, 
that neither his Retirement, nor his Pleaſure, 
cou'd divert his Cruelties. He preſerv'd to the 
laſt that Credulity, which made him ſo eaſily 
give into all the falſe Reports that Calumny 
cou'd raiſe, which was partly owing to the Ar- 
tifice of Sejanus, who had found out the Art of 
feeding his Suſpicion 3 and partly to his own 
ſavage Nature, which now produc'd Effects 
much more tragical than it had hitherto done. 
Bur, as the greateſt Pleaſure often draws 


alter it the greateſt Pain, and that a Man does 


mt ſoften the Pangs of his own Uneaſineſs by 
the Torments he inflidts on others; Tiberius 


vas not always calm and undiſturb'd, in the 


Exerciſe of his Cruelties and Pleaſures. If his 
Conſcience prey'd upon him, and ſet before 
him in the moſt frightful Light, the Horror” 
of his Crimes, and the Infamy of his Diſſolute- 
nels; how much more was he alarmed, tor- 
mented, and tore to pieces, when he reflected up- 
who had inſinuated himſelf into the good Gra- 
ces of the Emperor, by the moſt unjuſt Me- 
thods, now ſaw imfelf the ſecond Man in the 
Empire. His Image was reſpected in publick 
Places, in the Theatres, and in the Standards 
of the Legions : Statues were every where ſet 
up to him, all Places echo'd with his Praiſe ; 
the greateſt Men, not excepting the Conſuls 
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themſelves, waited at his Levee very early 
every Morning, to make their Court to him, 
and thought themſelves doubly bleſt, if he 
had taken ſo much as the leaſt Notice of MW ch 
them; Aﬀairs were communicated to his Ear, 
before they came to that of the Emperor: p. 
Courteſies were obtain d thro' his Channels, MW ++ 
and nothing was tranſacted unleſs ſtamp'd with Ai 
his Approbation : *T'was thro? his Favour on- 
1y that Dignities were purchaſed, and nothing 
leſs than Crimes cou'd purchaſe his Favour ; il 
in a Word, he had every thing but the Dia- 41; 
dem. © 'This great Favourite grown weary tl 
« of thoſe Favours, which did not yet exempt N 
cc him from Dependence, is reſolved to free be 
« himſelf from that State, and inſenſibly em- g 
« ploys every Engine, to work himſelf into * 
« his Maſter's Scat. 


| „ HE had ſo perfect an Inſight into tir p 
| © Maxims of this Emperor, and was arriv'd F 
& at ſo great a Perfection in his Art, that he tc 


; & had already taken off his Children by Poi- MW 
1 « fon, and was juſt upon the Point to diſpatch 2 


& Tiberius himiclt, when this Prince, who was 1 

« now by a kind of Miracle reſtor'd to his Sight, 2 

| & 1ſecur'd to himſelf for ſome Time longer the U 

k & Remainder of a wretchcd Lite, by putting to 8 

1 « Death this great Confident, who had incended 9 
| 4 « to have murther'd him firſt. See Tacitus. n 
1 LET us, now, conlider a little this Favou- 9 
rite in his Ditgrace ; this Man, who but a Mo- v 

ment betore, ſaw himlelt in almoſt as ſovereign t; 


a Command as the Fmperor himſelf ; this p 
Man, in whole Preſence every Knee was _ [ 
. * 


4 
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who cou'd not meet with one Man, but what 
was entirely devoted to his Will and Pleaſure; 
and who was, indeed, almoſt oppreſs'd with 
the Weight of his Greatneſs : This Man, I 
ſay, has no fooner loſt the Favour of his 
Prince, but his exalted Fortune, which he 
thought was ſettled on ſo ſolid a Foundation, 
flies away on the ſame Wings; he falls into the 
utmoſt Contempt; he ſuffers beneath a Load 
of Invectives and Reproach: The Hatred of 
all Men follows his Diſgrace, as their Friend- 
hip had follow'd his unbounded Fortune; and 
the great Eminence of his Dignity made his 
Fall the more dreadful. Such as had before 
been moſt laviſh of Applauſes, moſt extrava- 
gant in Praiſes, and had paid him the fame 
Honours as to a God; theſe very Men deſpiſe 
him moſt, and load him with the heavieſt Re- 
proaches ; theſe falſe Friends, theſe Slaves to 
Fortune, turn their Backs upon him; they all, 
to a Man, profeſs that they never lov'd him ; 


| and they labour as zealoully at his Deſtruction, 


as they had formerly done to win his Favour. 
He is no longer the Man whoſe Name was once 
in every Body's Mouth, whoſe Character was 
without Blemiſh; in whoſe Perſon all Virtues 
center'd, whoſe Merit was ſuperior to that of the 
greateſt Heroes, and whom they had already 
made a God : He is now an odious Wretch, 
detcfted by all the World, and reproach'd 
yith every Vice and every Crime. He is call'd 
to account for all the innocent Perſons he had 
put to Death : They inſult him with the de- 
luſive Hopes he had once:fed them wich: They 
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throw down, break to pieces, and drag about 
his Statues before his Eyes; and by the Out- 
rages, the Affronts, they put upon his Image, 
thep give him an Idea beforehand of what he 
is to ſuffer afterwards in his own Perſon, In 
this miſerable Condition, he endeavours to hide 
his Face, to cover his guilty Bluſhes ; but this 
Conlolation is deny'd him; they are deſirous 
of ſeeing what Countenance he would put on 
in his unfortunate and dejected State, after the 
Pride and Haughtineſs he had diſcover'd in his 
exalted Condition. So great was his Miſery, 
When they hale him away to Priſon. He is con- 
demn'd to die the ſame Day, and the Sentence 
is executed upon him. They treat him after 
his Neath as a moſt infamous Wretch, they drag 
his Body thro' the Streets for three Days ſuc- 
ceſſively; they expoſe it to the Fury of an in- 
cens'd Populace, who tear it into ſo many 
Pieces, that they do not leave a ſingle Limb 
for the Executioner to throw into the Tiber. 
Such was the End of this Favourite, who had 
the Art to raiſe himſelf to the ſupremeſt Height 
of Fortune, but was incapable of maintaining 
himſelt in it. An Example, worthy the Conſi- 
deration of thoſe Favourites, whoſe Ambition 
is unlimited, and who are incapable of enjoy- 
ing themlelves in their elevated Stations. An 
illuſtrions Leſſon for all Princes, who raiſe their 
Favourites to too great a Height, and who leave 
all Things blindly to their Management! They 
do not conſider, that theſe ambitious Men, 
under the ſpecious Pretext of watching over 
the Intereſt of their Maſter, and that * the 
h | s tate, 


tion. 

« ByT the Ruin and Death of this Fa- 
© yourite was not of any Advantage to Tibe- 
& ius; he liv'd deteſted by himſelf and all 
« the World; no leſs an Enemy to his own 
“Life, than to that of other Men; he, at 
&« length, dies, to the no ſmall Joy of all the 
C Romans : And his Death was haſten d by the 
C Impatience of his Succeſſor, who had him 


« {tifled in a Sickneſs, of which he might pro- 


e bably have recover'd ”. But who ſhould 
this Succeſſor be but Cains Ceſar Caligula, the 
unworthy Son of Germanicus and Agrippina. 
Eutropius tells us, that he was ſo vile a Wretch, 
that they regretted his Predeceſſor. Seneca lays, 
that Nature had made choice of him, to ſhew 
the World how far ſhe could exert herſelf in 
Wickedneſs; he tells us in another Place, that ſhe 
had created him to be the Scandal and De- 


ſtruction of human Nature. We muſt, hows. 
ever, confeſs, that his Conduct was roy noble 


in the Beginning of his Reign; but he ſoon diſ- 
cover'd to what Lengths he cou'd carry his 
Folly, his Cruelty, and the Depravity of his 
Mind. Never Man before him was ſo flagrantly 
impious. „ He, * in Imitation of the Devil, 
* whom he copy'd after, was perſuaded of the 
* Exiſtence of a God, and trembled at the 
Thought of it; yet was at the ſame time 


* continually belching out the moſt horrible 
& Blaſphemies againſt the Deity. He haugh- 


* Vide Bayle Article Caligula. 
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State often ſacrifice them both to their Ambi- 
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e tily arrogated to himſelf the Honours due 
cc 


to Religion only ; and there.was no Crime 
ce he was not proud of committing. At cer- 
© tain times he affected to improve upon Jupiter, 
© both in his Thunder and his Lightning. He 
© endeavoured to imitate the Thunder by the 
© Noiſe of his Machines, and whenever a Bolt 
ce fell from the Clouds, wou'd throw up Stones 
towards Heaven , and cry aloud in ad- 
« drefſing himſelf to the God that hurl'd it, 
& I'll be thy Deſtruction if thou doſt not root me 
& out of the World, It was his Cuſtom in 
ce broad Day, to addreſs himſelf to the Statue 
ce of Jupiter Capitolinus, as if he were delirous 


_ © of entring into Converſation with it; he 


«© you'd ſometimes * aloud to it, ſometimes 
« whiſper it in the Ear, and then afterwards 
cc put his Ear to the Mouth of Jupiter. This 


« Conference never ended without ſome Dil- 


ite or other. Caligula was one Day over- 
tc heard threatning * to ſend him back 
cc again to Greece, He made his Boaſts, that 
ce the God had by his Prayers prevented the 
« Effects of his Menaces, and obtain'd the Fa- 
« your of being {till his Tenant. Tis from 
c this Confideration, /ays he, that J have erec- 
c ted a Bridge between my Palace and the 
« Capitol. He us'd frequently to ſeat himſelf 
between the Statues of Caſtor and Pollux, 
« and receive the Adorations of all thoſe pre- 
« ſent. He had a Temple built to him, where 
« daily Sacrifices, conſiſting of the moſt un- 
% common Animals, were offer'd up in his 
Honour. He beſtow'd upon 3 = 
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ee Title of Jupiter at one time; and gave that 
« for a Reaſon, why he had debauch'd ſo ma- 
« ny Women, not ſo much as ſparing his own 
« Siſters. At another Time he call'd himſelf 
« Juno, Diana, Venus, Bacchus, and cloath'd 
ec himſelf with the Habits peculiar to thoſe ®. 
« ſeyeral Divinities. He founded a Body or 
« College of Prieſts in his own Honour. His 
« Wife Ceſonia, and his Uncle Claudius were 
« made Members of it: None were admitted 
© into it, but the moſt wealthy; and the 

e purchas'd their Dignities at a very hig 

© Price: He made himſelf his own Prieſt, . 
© and incorporated himſelf into their Body for 

« that Purpoſe. He alſo made his Horſe a 
& Member of it “. 

"Twas thus he ſported with the Gods, and 
abus'd- the Obedience which was paid him by 
his Subjects; but we muſt own, that it was 
as much owing to the Flattery, which the 
Crowds that ſurrounded him were eternally 
buzzing in his Ears, as to the * Philter they 
had given him to diſtract him. They per- 
ſuaded him, that no Monarch had ever car- 
ried his Glory to ſo great a Height as he had 
done; and thus helping him to forget himſelf, 
they ſlily inſinuated that he was not a Man, 
like to thoſe he reign'd pver, but a God. 


* The general Opinion is, that Ceſonia gave him that 
Draught, to make him love her; which happening to be 
too violent, turn'd his Brain, and was the Cauſe of that 
Fury, which rag'd afterwards with ſuch exceſſive Cruelty, 
Cazus had loy'd her before their Marriage. Suefonius- 
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CALA was as looſe as he was im- 
pious ; he even carried his Irregularities to 
ſuch a Height, that he did not make the leaſt 
Scruple to give into that horrid kind of Love, 
which is ſo contrary to the Laws both of God 
and Nature. The Depravity of this Prince 
# * dciſcover'd itſelf betimes, for he was catch'd 
committing Inceſt with one of his Siſters ; be- 
fore he had yet put on the -þ manly Gown, he 
debanch'd them all, but Druſilla, particularly, 
was his Favourite; he liv'd openly with her, 
as if the had been his lawful Wife, and after 
Her Death, he gave into the moſt impious, 
the moſt extravagant Follies to honour her 
Memory. Her Funeral was celebrated with 
the greateſt Magnificence : He cauſed Decrees 
Ay, to be made in her Honour, equal to thoſe that 
1 had been made to Livia, Wife of Auguſtus. 
Beſides, he order'd a Decree to be publiſh'd, 
by which ſhe was declar'd to be enroll'd among 
the Gods. Druſilla's Statue of Gold was ſet up in 
the Senate; other Statues were ſet up to her Ho- 
nour in the Forum, in Imitation of that of Venus 
and had the ſame Honours paid to it as to that 
Goddeſs. She had a Temple dedicated to her; 
Edits were publiſh'd commanding both Sexes 
to dedicate Statues to her; Women were or- 
der'd to ſwear in her Name on all Occaſions, 
where an Oath was neceſſary; and that her 
Birth-day ſhou'd be celebrated with Games, like 
to thoſe that were ſacred to Cybele. She had the 
Name of Panthea, that is to ſay, All Divine, be- 
ſfow'd upon her, and divine Honours were wh 
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her in every City. Livius Geminus, a Roman Sena- ® 


tor, was ſo mean-ſpirited, as to ſwear in a full 
Senate, and, at the ſame time, to wiſh the moſt 
horrible things might befal himſelf and his Chil- 
dren, if he had not ſeen her aſcend up into 
Heaven, and converſe with the Gods; and call'd 
Drufilla to witneſs, among other Divinities, 
to the Truth of what he aſſerted. He receiv'd 
a round Sum of Money for his Flattery. 

THE Romans had never been ſo much puz- 
zled before, as they were upon this Occaſion ; 
they did not know what kind of Behavionr 
to put on; for if they diſcover'd a dejetted 
Air, they were accus'd of Ignorance of her Di- 
vinity ; if Pleaſure ſmil'd in their Countenan- 
ces, they were accus'd of not regretting her 
Neath. So that Caligula was lure to enſnare 
them either ways, by making an Advantage of 
the human Nature of his Siſter againſt ſuch as 
wept ; and of her divine Nature againſt ſuch as 
were fad. During all the Time of the publick 
Mourning, which by his Command was ob- 
ſerv'd in her Honour, *twas a Crime to laugh, 
to go into the Bath, or to eat at Home. A 
— Fellow was put to Death for ſelling hot 

ater, which was look'd upon as a very pro- 
fane Action. In a word, after the Death of 
that Princeſs, Caligula, whether in the Senate, 
or in the Army, never ſwore by any Divi- 
nity but that of Druſilla; and that too in 
Matters of the higheſt Conſequence. 

J ſhall not trouble my Readers with all the 
extravagant Follies of this Prince, ſuch as the 
Honours which by his Command were paid 
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his Horſe [ncitatns whom he made Conſul, of 
the Bridge, which he built over the Sea from 
* Bai to Puzzolay as a Proof that he had 25 
. great an Authority over that Element, as over 
the Earth: His Paſſion for the Moon, in 
which he was 1o ridiculous, as to deſire her, 
when. ſhe was in her Full, to interrupt her 
Courſe, and deſcend to his Embraces ; or the 
imaginary Victorics, for which he commanded 
himſelt to be congratulated, and a thouſand other 
Actions, that were full as ridiculous. Neither 
ſhall I enlarge upon his innumerable Cruelties; 
he has himſelf taken Care to give us an Ide 
of his ſanguinary Lemper, by the Wiſh he one 
Day made, O that all ihe People of Rome 
bad but one Head ; then might I, ſays he, haz 
the Pleaſure of cutting them off at one Blow. 
1 ſhall wave all Circumitances of this Nature, 
to make ſome Reflections upon that ſervile 
Spirit, that ſhameful Adulation, which at that 
Time was ſo prevalent with this People. 

I believe, we may venture to affirm, that 
theſe degenefate Romans were as guilty, and, 
if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion, as ſtupidly 
{ooliſh as their Prince, ſince they applauded his 
Follics, rais'd the Merit of his Actions to the 
Skies; were profuſely laviſh of their Praiſes and 
Wiſhes ; were us'd to ſwear by his Fortune, 
and more eager to ſerve and adore him, than 


„ This Bridge was a League and a quarter in length. 
Suetowrus tells us, that Caius commanded it to be ere kel 
from Bal c to Pu da, both Cities of Campania, ſeparated 
from each other by an Aru of the $ca ;*which is about 39 
Eurlongs over. , 
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he was to exact their Obedience or Worſhip. 


Thoſe old Romans, ſo jealous of their Liberty, 


o incapable of bowing their Necks to any 


Yoke, were now no more: They were chang'd 
into a People harden'd to the Shackle, that 
cave themſelves up a Prey to Lyranny ; and by 
their ſubmiſſive Homage to the Will of the 
Tyrant, ſeem'd to diſcover that they were pleas'd 
with their Slavery. 
FITELLIUS, Governor of Syria, is a fa- 
mous Proof of that degenerate Spirit I have 
inſt now mention'd. He had gain'd no ſmall 
erben in his Government, when ſuch as 
envy'd his Greatneſs, began to infinuate into 
Caligula a Suſpicion of his Conduct; upon which 
he is commanded to come forthwith to Rome, 
in Order to juitify himſelf. Viiellius, tho" No- 
tice had been given him by his Friends, that 
they were reſolv'd upon his Death, makes no 
Scruple to obey the Summons. He comes to 
Rome in a mourning Habit, begs to have an. 
Audjence, which is granted him. He appears 
before Caligula with the ſame Ceremonies, which 
the Romans made uſe of in the Preſence of their 
Gods; that is, with his Head cover'd, making 
ſeveral Turns about him, and throwing himſelf 
at his Feet. In this Poſture he weeps immo- 
derately, adores him, calls him his God, and 
promiſes to offer up Sacrifices in his Honour, 
cou'd he but obtain his Pardon. Caligula is 
prevaild upon by this ſervile Behaviour, he 
now feels a friendly Compaſſion for a Man, 
who, but a Moment before, was ſo very odious 
to him; but not ſatisfy'd with granting 4 
is 


+ 
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his Pardon, he takes him into the Number of 
his Boſom Friends. Behold here a Roman ! 
one of the greateſt Men in the Empire, chu- 
ſing rather to ſacrifice his Reputation, and 
make his Name odious to Poſterity, in the 
Character of a vile Flatterer, than to loſe a 


DION has taken Notice of a very witty, 
but wicked Repartee, which this Governor 
made to a very impertinent Queſtion of Cali 
gala, Is it not true, ſays the Emperor to him 
one Day, that you have ſeen the Moon make love 
to me? PNitellius, puzzl'd at this Demand, an- | 
ſwer'd him, that Jt was lawful for none but trio 
bimfelf and his Brother Gods, to diſcourſe of ſuch ſal 
exalted Myſteries. This monſtrous, this cring- bert 
ing Submiſſion was authoris'd by ſo great an 1 
Example as the Senate. This Body of Men, Ord 
once ſo illuſtrious, ſo laudable for Juſtice and the 
Fquity ; whoſe Zeal was ſo warm for the “ 
publick Good, whoſe Abhorrence for Tyranny 0 
and Uſurpation was ſo conſpicuous; this very D | 
Body, I ſay, was now entirely devoted to the ot 
moſt extravagant Paſſions of its Prince; theſe 4 
Fathers of the Republick diſcover'd the great- MW? 
eſt Warmth in flattering his Pride, and ſooth- thr 
ing his Vanity. The only Emulation at this 
Time was, who ſhould diſcover the greateſt 
Adulation. To ſuch extravagant Lengths did 
they carry it, as to lodge Caligula's Chair of 
State in the Capitol, which they afterwards 
ador d, and religioully offer'd up to it ſome 
Pieces of Money. They had even the Folly 
to dignify him with the Title of n 
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Bur all this ſerv'd to no other Purpoſe, 
of Mthan to inflame his Vanity, his Wickedneſs, 
„is Cruglty, and extravagant Folly. For Pom- 
. Neis Pennus, a Senator of a very advanc'd Age, 
mend who had been rais'd to the higheſt Digni- 
he ties, coming to wait upon him to return him his 
F bearty Thanks in giving him his Lite, if not tak- 
ing it away may be call'd a beſtowing, thruſt out 
ty his left Foot for him to kiſs. This Prince, born 
Ur Mito humble the Roman Pride, or as Seneca ſays, 
11;. Ws change the Manners of a Free City into a Per- 
im fan Captivity, not thinking it Condeſcention 
e enough, to ſee a Man of this Quality proſtrate 
m. Dat his Feet, in the Preſence of the moſt illu- 
„ ſtrious Perſonages, was reſolv'd to invent Ways 
au more ſcandalous, to inſult the publick Li- 
g. P berty, and trample upon the Republick. 
an AVING a Daughter born to him, he gives 
n. Orders that her Statue ſhou'd be lodg'd in 
d the Capitol, ſitting in the Lap of that of Ju- 
he ier, as if the was as much related to that 
wy God as to himſelf; nay, he had the Inſolence 
ry y, that he left the World to judge, which 
he Hof the two Fathers was the greateſt. 
ſo AN illuſtrious Roman Knight coming to him 
t. Wo fue for his Son's Pardon, whom he had 
h. chroun into Priſon, becauſe he had dreſs'd him- . 
ſelf too pompouſly; he, inſtead of granting it, 
orders him immediately to be executed. But 
lis Cruelty did not end here, he was reſolv d 
to commit a farther Inſult upon the Grief of 
the unhappy. Eather, by inviting him to Din- 
ner the very ſame Day; which the Gentleman 
was forc'd to accept thro the Fear he was - 
| r 2 
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der, that in caſe of a Refuſal, his other Sy 
wou'd undergo the fame Fate. He, therefore, 
appear d in the Emperor's Preſence, with x 
calm and undiſturb'd an Air, as if not eve 
the leaſt Affliction ſat upon his Spirits. Cal: 
gula, who had ſet a Spy over him, to obſerre 
his moſt indifferent Actions, commanded the 
Waiters to load him with Bumpers of Wine, 
Perfumes and Crowns. This Knight, tho 
Roman, was forc'd to ſulter all thete inhuman 
Indignities, and to put on an affected Joy, to 
preſerve the Life of his other Son, notwith- 
ſtanding his great Age, and the Violence of 
his Grief. | 

CALIGUT, 4 had the Boldneſs to permit 
Slaves to inform againſt their Maſters ; let the 
Occaſion be what it wou'd. What made theſe 
Acculations the more dangerous was, the Sanc- 
tion he gave to them, and the Pleature which 
he was well known to take in all ſuch Profecu- 
tions. Pollux, one of Cliudins's Slaves, is to 
be rank'd in this Number. He had the auds- 
cious Inſolence to turn Evidence againſt his own 
Maſter ; and this barbarous Emperor did him- 
felt fit upon the Bench, in Quality of one of the 
ludges, at the Tryal of his Uncle Claudius; 
flattering himſeli with the Hopes of getting, 
by that Means, Sentence of Death to pal 
upon him; but he was difappointed in hi 
Aim. | 

Bo r he at lait left the World, after the N- 
maran F.,mpire had groan'd near four Years un- 
der his inſupportable Iyranny. His TIrreg 
tarities and Crueltics were not lo much the (x- 
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caſion of the Conſpiracy, which was form'd 
againſt him, which brought him to a miſerable 
End, as his pointed Raillery. 

THE Forming and Execution of that Plot 


is particularly aſcrib'd. to Caſſius Cherea, who # 


had a Poſt in his Guards. "I'was he that firſt 
gave the Hint, had the Boldneſs to inſpire 
others with it, that laid down the Methods 
how it ſhou'd be executed; that encourag'd 
them, when he ſaw them territy'd at the Great- 
nels of the Danger; and the Moment an Op- 
portunity preſented itſelf, twas he who firſt 
attack d the Tyrant; that gave him the firſt 
Blow, and did not leave any Thing but the 
finiſhing Stroke to be done by his Accompli- 
ces. We are told, that the Rage of ſome of 
them was ſo great, as cven to devour his man- 
gled Fleſh, 

THe Covfpirators, after this bold Action, 
conſider d they had all to fear from the Fury 
of the Populace, who wou'd certainly ſet them- 
ſelves to revenge the Murder of an Emperor 
they were us'd to idolize; and whoſe ſtanding 
Forces were ſo numerous. They, therefore, 
force their Way through the Croud, and re- 
tire to the - Houle of Germanicus, which they 
did not leave, till certain and repeated Aſſu- 
rances had been given them of the Declara- 
tion of the Senate in their Favour. And, in- 
deed, one of the Conſuls, Saturninus by Name, 
alter he had made a long Speech upon the 
Evils that ſpring from Tyranny, and the glo 
rious Advantages that ariſe from Liberty, wa. 
of Opinion, that the Reſult of their firſt Ds 
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Iiberations ſhou'd be, the granting the principal 
Honours to all the Conſpirators, and particu- 
larly to Chærea, ſince the Reſtoration of their 
Liberty was owing to his Bravery ; and that 
he had this Advantage over Brutus and Caſſius, 
in reſcuing the Empire from the innumerable 
Evils it had been opprels'd with, by the Death 
of one Man; whereas their Action had been 
attended with a War, which had thrown the 
Empire into the utmoſt Confuſion. _ 

CFLEREA went to the Conſuls, and ask'd 
them what the Word ſhou'd be; they anſwer'd 
him LIBERTY. He next went with it to 
the Officers of the four * Cohorts, who prefer- 
ring a Power limited by the Laws, to the Op- 
preſſions of Tyranny and. Ulurpation, had de- 
clar'd on the ſame Side as the Senate had done; 
when judiciouſly conſidering that they wou'd 
be under continual Apprehenſions, fo long as 


any of Caligula's Family were in being, he- 


tends one Lupus, a Tribune, and a Confpira- 
tor, with Orders to kill Caligula's Wife Ceſs- 
nia, with her Daughter. But this illuſtrious 
Defender of Liberty did not long reap the 
Fruits of his glorious Action; for the Preto- 
ran Cohorts having faluted Emperor in their 
Camp, Claudius, Uncle to Caligula, the Senate, 
after a brave Struggle, were forc'd to ratify 
the Election. This Prince, not remembring 
that he ow'd the Empire to Caligula's Death, 
and deſirous to conſult his own Safety, gave 
Orders that - Caſius ſhou'd be put to Death 


* Ch7ts anſwer to our Regiments of Foot. 


Thie 


This brave Man, true to the laſt, did not give 
the Lye to the leaſt of his heroick Actions; but 


dy'd as he had liv'd, and illuſtrated his Death 
by a Conſtancy, worthy of ſo great a Name. 

THE only remarkable Circumſtances in Clau- 
/ius's Reign, were his profound Stupidity, and 
che audacious Inſolence of Meſſalina, who go» 


id 
_ 
— 


vern'd him at Pleaſure. The State labour'd un- 


der a thouſand Vexations from their united Ca- 
pricio's and Irregularities; however the eaſy. 
und tractable Spirit, which, at that time, pre- 
vail'd lo much among the Romans, prevented 
their making any Diſturbance 3 and how bad 
ſever the Government might then be in itſelf; 
yer ſuch was the Gentleneſs of it, when com- 
par'd to the deſtruttive Reign of Caligula, that 
they ſoon forgot the Horrors of the former, 
WE now come to that of Nero : Tis well 
known, that this Prince ow'd the Empire to 
the Care of Agrippina his Mother; that this 
Princeſs, whoſe Cruelty equall'd her Haughti- 
nels and Ambition, was by them ſpurr'd on to 
the Perpetration of the blackeſt Crimes, ſuch 
as the murthering her Husband Claudius, whoſe 
Wife and Niece the was, to make way for Nero. 
Hiſtoriansjalſo tell us, that an Aſtrologer having 
toretold her, that her Son wou'd one Day 
reign, but that he wou'd put her to Death, 
lhe anſwer'd, Be it ſo, provided he docs but reign. 
Nero's Behaviour in the Beginning of his Reign 
was ſo excellent and regular, that the Romans 
conceiv'd the higheſt Hopes of the ſucceeding 
Part of it; all his Diſcourſes, all his Actions 
leem'd to promiſe a a Monarch ; he was 
e the 
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the Darling of the City of Rome, ſo that it had 
almoſt perſuaded itſelf, that the happy Age of 
Auguſtus was return'd again. 

THE firſt Speech that Nero made to the Se 
nate, after his Acceſſion to the Throne, is as 
follows, © I ſolemnly declare, that as I have 
© been inveſted with the imperial Dignity, by 
& the Authority of this illuſtrious Body, and 
ce the Conſent of the Army; I have taken a 
ce Reſolution to reign in ſuch a Manner, as 
ce ſhall be to the Satisfaction of all my Sub- 
« jects. In my Acceſſion to this great Dignity, 

© you do not behold in me a Youth, ſtain 
cc with the Horrors of a Civil War, or cor- 
c rupted with domeſtick Diſorders; I come here 
tc free from all the Breathings of Hatred and 
& Revenge. I am reſolv'd induſtrioully to avoid 
ce all Things that were odious in my Predeceſ 
c“ ſors, and will not allow that Criminals be 
« any longer try'd in the Prince's Palace, 
« where the Credit and Intereft of two or 
& three Favourites do but too often opprels the 
& Innocent. *Tis from theſe Conſiderations, 
© therefore, that I decree that the Senate re- 
& ſume its ancient Authority; that the Confuls 
cc adminiſter Juſtice in /taly, and the other Pro- 
« vinces within their juriſdiction, that the ſaid 
«© Conſuls ſhall admit them into the Senate, 
“e there to ſolicite their own Cauſes ; and a 
« for myſelf I am reſolv'd to command the 
& Armies, and to form myſelf after the Mode 
cc of Auguſtus. ' 

« IT was impoſſible to lay down a Plan, that 
ce had more Wiſdom or Juſtice in it. Influ- 
_ ; * ene 
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had Wl © enc'd by the ſalutary Doctrine and Inſtruc- 
e of Ml « tions of Burrhui.and Seneca; he, for ſome 
« Time, endeavour'd to make good all his Pro- 
Se- Ml © miſes?. The Romans cou'd not tell where 
S Ml to fix their Admiration, whether at his Piety, 
nave Wl his Modeſty, his Clemency, or his Liberality. 
» by W But when the Senate began to praiſe him to 
and Wl the Skies, and to thank him for the Rectitude 
of his Adminiſtration z he told em, that he 
had not yet done any thing to the Advantage 
of the Empire, and that he was unworthy of 
their Acknowledgments. Being one Day preſs'd 
to ſign a dead Warrant, he cry'd out, after 
having refus'd ſeveral times to do it, Mou'd 
ts God I cou'd not write. See Suetonins, Tacitus. 
WHAT might not naturally be expected from 
this happy Diſpoſition ? But alas! they ſoon 
perceiv'd, that he had only atted in a Vizor. 
Grown weary with the leaſt Subardination, 
he had as yet ſcarcely ſet himſelf at the Head 
of Affairs, but he began to follow the Bent 
of his vicious Inclinations, and the deſtructive 
Counſels of the young Debauchees that were 
about him; among whom was Ocho, who was, 
ndeed, one of the foremoſt in that Rank ; who 
yet was Emperor afterwards. Theſe Flatterers 
were eternally telling him, that it was neceſſa- 
ry he ſhou'd withdraw himſelf from the ima 
portunate Admonitions of Burrhus and Seneca; 
that *twas fitting he ſhould remember that he 
was their Sovereign, and they his Subjects; 
that inſtead of ſtanding in Awe of thoſe Cen- 
lors, who were ever ready to contradi& him, 
he ſhould make em tremble at his Preſence ; 
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that otherwiſe the World wou'd always con- 
clude, he was incapable of reigning alone, and 
that he wou'd be conſider'd no otherwiſe, than 
as a Titular Emperor. Nero, more ſuſcepti. 
ble to theſe Impreſſions, which ſquar'd ſo much 
with his Nature, than to thoſe of Virtue or 
Goodneſs, began immediately to diſcover the 
13 Contempt for Burrbus and Seneca : 
He afterwards made it a Punctilio of Honour, 
not to ſubmit either to the Wiſdom of his Mi. 
niſters, or the Authority of his Mother. In 
a word, he, at laſt, threw off the Mask; le 
publickly derided all their Remonſtrances, and 
took Caligula for his Model, but rival'd him, 
the Moment he had reſolv'd to copy after him. 
He had work'd himſelf up to a Belief, that i 
was inconſiſtent with the Authority and Grar- 
deur of a Prince, to be under the leaſt Subor- 
dination to any Perſon, ev'n in Things that were 
moſt ſcandalous and criminal. 

*I'was by theſe Degrees, that he plung 
himſelf inſenſibly into that Abyſs of Crimes, 
that horrible Condition, of which the bare Mer 
tion of his Name gives us an Idea ; for from 
being the Deſire, the Delight of Rome, he grey 
afterwards to be its Curſe. 

WE may judge of his Cruelty, by the ut 
heard of Lengths to which he carry'd it. No 
to mention an almoſt infinite Number of il 
ſtrious Perſons, who fell a Sacrifice to his Fury, 
he put to Death Britannicus, his adopted Bro 
ther, Agrippina his Mother, his Aunt Domith, 
his Wives Octavia and Poppea, Burrhus his Go 
vernor, and his Maſter Seneca, | 
| I i 8 HEAI. 
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HEARING one Day a greek Verſe repeated, 
the Senſe of which was, May my Death be ac- 
companied with the general © Conflagration of the 
whole World. He cry'd aloud, Grant ye Gods, 
that I may rather ſee it in my Life-time. Was 
it poſſible for a Prince, who had nothing hu- 
man about him but his Shape, to give more fla- 
grant Marks of his inveterate Hatred and Con- 
tempt of all Mankind? Indeed, he gave but too 
cruel a Token of it, by his ſetting Fire to his 
Capital; he gave Orders to ſet Fire to every 
Corner of Rome, which burning with .the ut- 
moſt Violence for ſix Days ſucceſſively, and for 
ſix or ſeven Nights, conſum'd three of the four- 
teen Regions, or Quarters, into which the City 
was divided; nay, there were ſeven of them 
which had only a few Houles remaining. The 
molt noble Monuments of Antiquity, and the 
greatelt Curioſities in Rome were reduc'd to 
Aihes, together with the Temple of Veſta, and 
the Houſhold-Gods. 

WE are not to imagine, that Nero was af- 
fected with this horrid Sight. ”I'was to him 
no more than a Diverſion At the ſame time 
that the Flames arc raging in all Parts of Rome, 
and that its Inhabirants are overwhelm'd with 
Grief and Deſolation, this cruel Emperor, 
drels'd in the Habit of a Comedian is viewing 
this melancholy Spettacle from the Jop of Me- 
enas's Tower. All in Rapture at the Beauty 
of the Flame, he ſings the Deſtruction of Troy. 
He had been always charm'd at that Cataſtro- 
phe, and was heard to ſay more than once, that 
Priam was the moſt happy Prince that ever reign d, 
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in ſeeing bis Capital burnt to the Ground, befim 
be loſi his Kingdom. 

- SOME Hiſtorians aſſure us as an undoubtel 
Fact, that the Motive for his ſetting Fire ty 
Rome was, that he might have the Honour d 
rebuilding, and embellithing it. Be that as i 
will, tis certain, that Nero was always afraid to 
own the Author of it, but threw the Fault upn 
the Chriſtians. Chriſtianity was' now breaking 
out of its firſt Obſcurity, and began to make: 
very. great Progreſs, and particularly at Rome; 
where great Numbers of Converts were daily 
made by the Preaching and Miracles of St. P. 
ter. The Fame of this new Religion came ty 
the Ears of the Emperor: He knew that an 
infinite Number of People, not only at Ron, 
but elſewhere, abandon'd the Worſhip of Idols, 
and condemn'd their old Superſtitions. Bur 
they were odious to this cruel Tyrant, which 
made him reſolve to deſtroy all the Chriſtians. 
HERE follows the Teftimony of Tacitus, 
who, with Saetonius, look'd upon the Chriſtian 
Religion, as a new Compound of Superſtition 
and Magick: © Nero, ſays he, laid the Fault 
© of the burning of Nome upon the People 
& call'd Chriſtians, and put em to Death with 
te the moſt exquiſite Torments, which he el 
ce fetted the more eaſily, as they were abhorr'd 
&* by all the World, from their ſuppos'd Guilt, 
% and criminal Conduct. They borrow that 
Name, continues the ſame Hiſtorian, from one 
© Chrif, whom Pontius Pilate, Lieutenant of 
e Judæa, had put to Death under the Reign 
« of Tiberius, and this pernicious Sara 
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« which had been ſuppreſs'd for a Time, did 
« then raiſe up its Head, not only in Ju- 
« de, from whence this Evil firſt came, 


„ but even in Rome itſelf, which is an 4{- 


« ſum for the criminal and infamous Part of 
« Mankind, that daily croud in it from all 
« Parts, and who do not fail of finding both 
« Followers and Protection in it. They firſt 
« ſeiz d all thoſe who made a publick Profeſ- 
« ſion of their Religion, and by their Means 
& diſcover'd great Numbers of their Brethren, 
« who were condemn'd as Victims to the Anti- 
« pathy of Mankind, rather than as Criminals, 

« who were guilty of ſetting Rome on Fire. 
No in their Deaths were they exempt from 
the Inſults of the Populace ; on the contrary, 
they now adminiſter'd to their Recreations. 
They cover'd ſome with the Skins of wild 
Beaſts, and afterwards had them torn to pieces 
by Dogs; others were faſten'd to a Croſs, and 
they ſet Fire to many of them in the Night 
Time, who, by that Means, ſerv'd inſtead of 

Torches and publick Lights. 0 
NERO was of too bloody a Nature, not 
to feed his Eyes with theſe horrid Sights. His 
(Aardens were the Scene of theſe barbarous 
Puniſhments. They repreſented at the ſame 
Time the Games of the Circus, where he him- 
ſelf appear'd in the Habit of a Coachman ; 
lometimes mixing himſelf with the Populace, 
and was ſeen at other Times in one of the 
Race-Chariots. Theſe Things open'd the Eyes 
of the greateſt Part of the Romans, who, tho? 
they mortally hated the Sufferers, yet did this 
G 4 not 
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not prevent their ſeeing the Clearneſs of their 
Innocence, 'and that their Death was a parti- 
cular Pleafure, which this wicked Wretch had 
a Mind to indulge himſelf in, rather than the, 
Puniſhment of any Crime they had been guilty 
of Thus was Nero the firſt Emperor that 
ever ſhed that precious Blood, which was af- 
terwards ſo fruitful in Martyrs. 

LET us now conſider what were his Occu- 
pations ; ſinging, dancing, playing on Inſtru- 
ments, acting in the Theatres, driving the Cha- 
riot, were his uſual Exerciſes. 

War a Sight for Rome, to ſec its Empe- 
ror making his Appearance upon the Stage in 
a Player's Habit, nay, even to contend with 
the Actors themſolves for Perfection in Muſick! 
What muſt be one's Thoughts, in ſeeing this 
Sovereign of the World forget himſelf ſo far, 
as to act the Part of a Slave loaded with 
Chains; of a * blind Man led by the Hand; 
of a f Woman in Labour; of a || Son, that 
had murther'd his Mother; of a ** Mad- 
man in the Tranſports of his R. ige and Fury? 
Was it not a pretty Sight, to ſce him whole 
Days together ſinging with a weak and bro- 
ken Voice, in his Gardens, to divert the People, 
and afterwards, Begger-like, to ſupplicate their 
Applauſe ? But Rome was not the only Witnels 
of this mean Conduct, for he committed as ma- 
ny Extravagancics i in the Cities of Greece as he 
paſs'd through them. 

BuT he did not only degrade his Dignity 
by theſe vile Purſuits, nd was not willing to 
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here. Not contented with abandoning 
himſelf to the moſt infamous and extravagant 


| Pebauchery; he was yet reſolv'd to have the Plea- 


ſure to illuſtrate, as ic were, his monſtrous Plea- 
ſures, at the Expence of Nature and Modeſty. 
While he was in Greece, he caftrated one ot his 
manumiſed Slaves, and endeavour'd to make him 
change his Sex: tHe afterwards married him; 
when the Jointure was ſettled, and the nuptial 
Veil was brought, with all che other Ceremo- 
nics peculiar to Marriage! when putting him in 
a Litter in an imperial Habit, he accompany'd 
him to the Aſſemblies and publick Markets of 
Greece, and even to the * Sigillaria in Rome. 
He wou'd ſometimes embrace him, and ſeem'd 
to congratulate himſelf upon his new Marriage. 
This abominable unheard of Conduct drew up- 
on him the ſharpeſt Invectives. Somebody had 
tue Boldnels to fay, That it wou'd have been happy 
for the World, if Afnobarbus Nero's Father * 
married ſuch a Wife. 

BUT this was not enough for Nero, he was 
relaly'd to have a Husband in his Turn. He, 
therefore, dreſſes himſelf in Woman's Apparel, 
an married Doriphera, another manumis d Slave 
wich great Pomp and Ceremony. 

May we not conclude, that this Prince de- 
lerv'd to govern the whole World? vet we can- 
not but own that he merited Pity, ſince the 
groveling and ſcandalous Spirit of the Romans 
was yet greater in Proportion than either his 
Crimes or his Irregularities. Ar a Time that 
he is following the Inſpirations of his evil Ge- 
nus, that he is abandoning himlclt” to the Im- 
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pulſes of his moſt corrupt, moſt ſavage Nature; 
that *tis his Diverſion to ſwim in Blood; that 
he is vilifying the Majeſty of the Empire by 
the moſt baſe, moſt groveling Actions; that 
tis his Glory to perpetrate the moſt ſhocking 
Crimes : In a word, at a Time, when he is 
ſporting with Gods and Men, he is ſo unhap- 
py as not to meet with any One, that has the 
Generoſity to cenſure his Conduct, and to open 
his Eyes for him, and to ſet before him the 
horrid Deformity of his Vices. He is fin- 
rounded by none, but a Sett of baſe Wretches, 
whoſe whole Study is to blind him, and per- 
ſuade him that he is of a Nature, vaſtly ſupe- 
rior to the reſt of Mankind; to ſooth his Paſ- 
ſions; to appland his Crimes and his Debau- 
ches; and in a word, to ſearch out every Thing 
that may feed his corrupt, his barbarous Tem- 
per; even the Senate itſelf, that illuſtrious Bo- 
dy, which ought to have been a Pattern for the 
reſt of the World, is eagerly laviſh of the 
higheſt Praiſes, and by their Decrees beſtow 
upon him the moſt ſplendid Honours, the more 
he endeavours to render himſelf unworthy of 
them. 

ONE wou'd naturally have imagin'd, that this 
Parricide wou'd have exaſperated them all a- 
gainſt him, but it happen'd quite otherwik : 
The Romans had been accyſtom'd to the molt 
groveling Slavery, and devoted to the moſt ſcau- 
dalous Flattery. Burrhus, with all his Probity, 
was the firſt that congratulated his Eſcape from 
the Snares of his Mother. The Senate and 
all the Romans ſoon tollow his Example. This 
WA. 1 horribl: 
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horrible Cataſtrophe was look d upon as a 
Favour from Heaven. The whole City is 
employ d in facrificing to the Gods by way 
of Thankſgiving; publick Prayers are ap- 
pointed, new Feaſts are inſtituted, they rank 
Asrippina's Birth-day among the unhappy ones; 
two Statues of Gold are conſecrated in the Se- 
nate, one to Minerva, the other to Nero; in 
a word, they ſtrive to outvye each other in 
their Demonſtrations of Joy and Approbation. 
Nero only rebels againſt himſelf, his Conſci- 
ence is hurried about with a thouſand Tor- 
ments, it preſents the Horrors of his Crimes 
glaringly in his Imagination, it is every Mo- 
ment bringing his mangl'd Mother to his View; 
the Places he has ſullied with his Parricide, 
are become intolerable to him; he fancies he 
has a thouſand Furies at his Heels; he ima- 
gines Agrippina's Ghoſt is hovering about her 
Tomb, that ſhe implores the Vengeance of 
Gods and Men by her Cries, her Howlings, 
and che Sound of 'Trumpets. 

HE, therefore,withdraws himſelf to Naples, but 
the ſame panick Fear purſues him to that Place 
he wou'd fain return to Rome, but he is afraid. 
He looks upon himlelf as a Monſter worthy of 
the publick Hate, he fancies they have already 
paſt Sentence upon him, which he is perſuaded 
will end in Aſſaſſination. His Flatterers uſe all 
their Art to cure him of his Fears; they tell 
him he may return to Rome, with the utmoſt 
Safety to his Perſon ; that his Mother's Mur- 
der will have heighten'd the Aflections of the 
People towards him. Nero, indeed, returns to 
Rome 
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Rome in a kind of Triumph. The Senate and 
People are loud in their Acclamations, their 
Praiſes, and their Congratulations; he is aſto- 
niſh'd at the Depravity of his Subjects, who 
receive him with the moſt lively Tranſports 
of Joy; and applaud bis Inhumanity, at the 
fame Time that his own Conſcience flies in his 
Face, and loads him with the molt cutting Re- 
proaches, | and will not Jeave him the Enjoy- 
ment of a Moment's Tranquillity. 

Dip not he at his Return from Greece, 
where he had been ſo exclaim'd againſt for his 
baſe and unheard of Licentiouſneſs, make the 
moſt triumphant Entry that had been ever ſeen, 
into Naples, Antium, Alba, and particularly in- 
to Rome itſelf? Flowers: were profuſely ſcat— 
ter'd in all Parts of the City; Crowns, Tor- 
ches, Perfumes were ſeen without Number, 
and ail this to demonſtrate their Joy for his 
Return. Nothing was heard but Applauſes, 
Acclamations puſt up with Flattery, Clapping 
of the Hands; Huzza's to Nero- Apollo, to 
Nere-Hercules, to the wonderful Conqueror “ 
Bor all this ſerv'd to no other Purpose, 
than to add Fucl to Nero's Cruelty, and Li- 
centiouſneſs. He fooliſhly imagin'd, that it was 
lawful for him to perpetrate the moſt horrid 
Crimes, and pollute himſelf with the mot 
bdions Vices ; and that after he had been fo 
much applauded for fo black a Sin as Parri- 
cide, it wou'd be impoſſible for him to commit 
the moſt cruel, the moſt abominable Actions, 
without meeting with Applauſe; ſo that not ſa- 
tis'y'd with the bloody Sacrifice he had made 
| Ol 
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of numberleſs Multitudes of innocent Perſons, 
he was reſolv'd to taſte all the Sweets, it they can 
be call'd by that Name, which are to be met 
with in the moſt infamous Pleaſures. Ihle 
Emulation now was, who ſhould. every Day 
invent new Scenes of Voluptuouſneſs, and fur- 
niſli him with the greateſt Materials for his 
Debauches td make Lite more delicious, and 
to ſteal him from his Reaſon and himlelf. 
We may judge of this Aſſertion, by taking a 
ort View of the proud and extravagant Feaſt, 
which Zigellinus, that vile and infamous Favo- 
rite, as cruel and as corrupt as his Maſter, had 
prepar d for him. - “ * One wou'd have thought 
that the Pomp of Luxury and Delicacy had 
“ made its laſt Effort; and that it was impoſ- 
« ſible for Scnluality to arrive at a higher 
„Pitch. Agrippa's Canal was appointed for 
« the Scene of this extraordinary Entertain- 
“ment. The Feaſt was prepar'd on a mag- 

« nificent Ship, which being tow'd by others, 
* came forward with a flow and almoſt in- 
* ſenſible Motion. All theſe Veſſels ſeem'd to 
* blazon with Gold and Ivory; they were row'd. 
* by a Company of beautiful Youths, or ra- 
© ther Capids. The Ocean had paid her Tri- 
* bute of Fiſh to this Entertainment, and the 
* ſeveral Provinces of the Empire, a furpri- 
„ing Variety of Fleſh and Fowl. In a word, 
the Profuſion was equal to the Delicacy of 
* 1t, I ſhall not mention the ſcandalous Hov- 
* ſes built on the Sides of the Canal, which 
* were fill'd with Roman Women of the greatcit 
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4 Quality. Neither ſhall T mention the Crowd 
4 of Curtezans, that were ſeen with all their al. 
ce {luring Enticements. Even the Night itſelt 
ce adminiſtred to the Pleaſures of this riotous 
« Debauch: A numberleſs Multitude of Lights 
* ſtruggl'd with the Gloom and Darkneſs of it, 
© and its agreeable Silence was troubled and in- 
_ © terrupted by the Harmony of a thouſand 
&© Concerts. : | 

BuT all theſe Pleaſures were incapable to 
ſooth the TLorments that reign'd in Mero, 
Breaſt : He was eternally tormented with the 
remembrance of his Crimes, and the Pangs of 
his Conſcience. His Heart was continually 
toſs d about with new Defires. His greateſt 
Remedy was the keeping himſelf in a perpe- 
tual Drunkenneſs; for he dreaded nothing fo 
much as an Interyal of Reaſon. 

BUT at length the World began to grow 
weary of this Monſter's Tyranny, which it 
had groan'd under for near fourteen Years. 'The 
Army in Gaul under Vindex, and that in Spain 
under Galba, rebel againſt him; they cou'd no 
longer bear with ſo ſcandalous, ſo bloody a Go- 
vernment. Nero was thunder-ſtruck at this 
News, for he forcſaw that the Conſequences of 
it wou'd be fatal to him; he now appears as 
— as he had before been proud and 

ughty ; his Head ſeem'd to turn round thro Ill * 
Fear, leſt the Reins of deſpotic Government MW " 
ſhou d fall from his Hands. He makes a thouſand * 
Reſolutions, but is unable to execute one of 'em. 7 
This Moment he is going to poiſon himſelf, V 
the next he is for running to Galba, to ſue for I 

Mercy 
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Mercy upon his Knees, and to melt the Hearts 
of his Soldiers with his Tears: At another time, 
heis ready to aſcend the Roſirum, in a mourning 
Habit, to excite the People to Compaſſion, and 
to ask Pardon for all his paſt Offences. But as 
Rome had ſided with the Rebels, he found him- 
ſelf naked and abandon'd. He hunted after his 
Guards, but not one of 'em were to be found. 
When finding himſelf oblig'd to fly, hardly wou'd 
a {ſmall Number of his manumis'd Slaves condet- . 
cend to accompany him in his Diſtreſs. He be- 


ſeeches 'em to diſpatch him, but no One will 


do him this laſt kind Office; Alas / ſays he, 
have I neither Friend, nor. Enemy. In this height 
of Leſpair he runs towards the Tyber, with a 
Deſign to plunge into it; but the Moment he 
is got to the Shore, he flies back again. He 
now gets on Horſe-back bare-footed, and in his 
Shirt, with only an old tatter'd Cloak about his 
Shoulders, and a Handkerchief ty'd round his 
Read, and in this miſerable Equipage, attended 
only by Sporus and three Others, he rides to 
the Houſe of Phaon, one of his Freed-men. 
After he had rode ſome Miles, he is forc'd to 
alight from his Horle, to walk upon Thorns 
and Briars, and to quench his raging Thirſt 
with Puddle-water. Wearied, oppreſs'd, and 
devour'd with Hunger and Thirſt, and in the 
moſt deplorable Condition that can poſſibly be 
imagin'd; he at laſt comes to Phaoy's Houſe, 
which aſſorded no other Suſtenance than ſome 
Pieces of very courſe Bread, and a little warm 
Water. Thoſe that were about him adviſe 
him to diſpatch himſelf, to prevent the im- 


pending 
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pending Evils and Inſults: He pretends to ap- 
prove their Counſel; meaſures the Length of 
his Body, and gives Orders for the Manner of 
his Interment, Every Word he utters is fol- 
lowed with a Flood of Tears, but he particu- 
larly breaks out into this Exclamation, Alas! 
what a terrible Thing it is that ſo skilful a Muſi- 
cian ſhould dye. When he ſaw himſelf juſt go- 
ing to fall into the Hands of the; Senate, who 
were now making a ſtrict Scarch to find him 
out, with a Reſolution to make him ſuffer the 
moſt cruel and 1gnominious Death that cou'd 
poſſibly be invented, he ſnatches up two Dag- 
gers he had brought along with him, and at- 
ter he has try d the Points, lays thera in the e 
ſame Place he had taken them from, and begs 
one of them to diſpatch himſelf, that the Ex- 
ample might animate his Courage. He ſome- 
times reproaches himſelf with his own Infa- 
my, and the next Moment calls upon Death 
to his Aſſiſtance, not dar ing to kill himſelt, 
but he is deaf to all his Cries. He, at lalt, 
takes up a Dagger, which he carries to his 
Throat with a trembling Hand, and not cou- 
ragious enough to plunge it in himſelf, one of 
his Freed-men puſhes his Arm, and by that 
Means aſſiſts him in delivering himſelf from 
a wretched Lite, which he cou'd hardly re- 
lolve to quit. Thus died the cruel, the in- 
tamous Nero, who, after he had ſacrific d ſ 
many innocent Victims to his Pleaſure and 
Fury, is reduc'd to the ſad Extreme of ſhed- 
ding his own Blood; not meeting with any 
Executioner, more worthy of that Office 115 
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himſelf. His Death, far from bet yr 
ted, is, on the contrary, the publick Joy; and 
his Memory is hated and deteſted by alf the 
World. | 8 =” 

Bur I forget, that I deſcend too much to 
Particulars, and that, inſtead of giving my Rea- 
ders a ſhort Differtation, I am going inſet 
bly to extend my Subject, fo as to make a cont 
ſiderable Volume. Therefore, that I may not 
treſpaſs any longer upon his Patience, I ſhall 
haſten to an Account of the State of the Em- 
pire from the Death of Nero, to its Divi- 
fon. 8 

Tux Senate, who were now pretty well re- 
concil'd to the Authority of the Emperors, 
hying afide all Thoughts of reſtoring their 
ancient Liberty, content thetnſelves with dif- 
poſing of the Empire; and accordingly pitch 
upon Calba for their Sovereign. But the Pre- 
torian Cohorts were willing to diſpoſe of it 
themſelves, and as they hated Gaiba's Cove- 
touſneſs, they wou'd not ſuffer him to reign 
any Time, for they aſſaſſinated him when he 
had ſet but ſeven Months upon the Throne, 
and proclaim'd Orho Emperor; the fame Otho, 
who had been ſo greatly intimate with Nero, and 
who had inſinuated himſelf into his Favour by 
a Similitude of Manners. But he did not 
reign above three Months. And now the Le- 
gions of the Provinces wou'd not allow the 
Pretorians the Right they had arrogated to 
themſelves ; but wou'd themſelves uſurp a Right 
of elefting the Emperors. But now Diſcord be- 
den to ariſe among them, for ſome had made 
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Choice of this, and others of that Man for 
Emperor ;.1o that the World was full of no- ft 
thing but Blood and civil Wars. Ag we mee: S. 
with excellent Princes, who had found out the co 
411 of reconciling and ſoftning the Minds ct F 
en, and reſtoring the Empire to its primitive ¶ pi 
Luſtre, ſuch as Titus, :Trajan, Adrian, Au- d. 
ninus, and fome others; they were not only Ml 10 
very few in Number, but often left behind I R 
chem, Succeiſors of a very different Charatte:  t' 
from their own, Beſides, the Succeſſion was i 8' 
not ſettled upon any folid Foundation, for the ¶ R 
Senate was weak and degenerated, the Peope fe 
had loſt their Authority, the Provinces were il 
govern'd by the Legions, and Rome by the Pre-. b. 
torian Bands; the Soldiers had uſurp'd an ur * 
Juſt Power, of deſtroying or ſetting up ſuch ce 
Emperors as were moſt to their Liking. AsM 
Intereſt, Faction, or Capricio, were the Mo- © 
tives of their Choice, they ſeldom beſtow'd it P. 
upon Birth or, Merit; they fold the Empire Ml '* 
to the higheſt. Bidder, and cut him to pieces i 
almoſt as ſoon us they had proclaim'd him; © 
the. ner to draw Money from the next Pur: 
chaſer, who far'd no better than his PredeceF 0 
for had done. They often murther'd him for ft 
the very ſame reaſon, which had induc'd them ly 
to clett him; or becauſe his Virtue was either by 
toq. great, or too little for that high Dignity. MI . 
But the Good were much more inſupportable to Ml ? 
them than the Bad, from their great Love for L- 
centioulneſs, and the Apprehenſions they were Ml U 
under, that the ancient Biſciplie wou'd be re- 
ſtor d, which made them conſider as Tyrants, a n 
: | ſuc 
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ſich as refus'd to ſquander away prodigious 
Sums of Money upon them, or preſum'd to 
correct their Licentiouſneſs. Thele kinds of 
Flettions created a horrid Confuſion in the Em- 
pire. The Armies in the ſeveral Provinces 
did each of them imagine, that in them was 
lodg'd the Right of Election, which was the 
Reaſon why three or four Emperors were ſome- 
times elected at the ſame Time. Nay, ſo 
great was their Diffention under Callienus's 
Reign, that thirty were elected at once in dif- 
ſerenc Parts of the Empire. The Legions 
who had elected them, maintain'd their Choice 
by civil War; Vigory proclaim'd the Right, 
and the Ratification of the Senate follow'd Suc- 
cels. | 
ONE wou'd have concluded, that the Elec- 
tion of thirty Tyrants, would naturally have 
prov'd the Deſtruction of the Empire, but they 
fell off by Degrees, and the ſupreme Authority 
was at laſt lodg'd in Claudius II. ſirnam'd the 
Gothic, from the great Victory he gain'd over 
the Goths; who, by his Moderation, his Pru- 
dence, his Courage, and his regular Admini- 
ſtration, found out the Secret of repairing the 
Evils and Diſorders, which had been occalion'd 
by the Negligence of Gallienus. 

AFTER the Reign of Claudius II. the Em- 
pire was toſs'd about by numberleſs Revolutions, 
which it wou'd be too tedious to mention ; for 
lometimes the Throne was fill'd with one ſingle 
Monarch, at others it was divided betwixt 
two. Calerius lett four Succeſſors behind him; 
. Conflantine, Maxentius, Licinius, and Maxi- 

2 mine. 
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wine. Conſtantine having got the Empire into 
his own Hands, by the Overthrow and Death 
of his three Competitors, divided it afterwards 
among his three Sons, and two of his Nephews 
To Conſtantine his eldeſt Son, he aſſign'd the Di 
viſion which his Father Conſtans Chlorus had en- 
joy d, together with thoſe Countries lying behind 
the Alps; viz. Spain, France, England, Scotland 
and Ireland; Conſtaxtius his ſecond Son had all 
the Eaſt, as Alia, Syria, and Egypt, for his Share; 
and to Conſtaus his third Son, he gave thok 
Provinces that lye in the Middle, as 1/lyrium, 
{taly, and Africa; Dalmatius, his Nephew, had 
Thrace, and Part of /llyrium , viz. Macedoniq 
and Achaia; and to Hannibalin, his other Ne- 
phew, whom he had honour'd with the Title 
of King of Pontus, he gave Armenia the leſſer, 
and the neighbouring Provinces, vis. thoſe of 
Pontus and Cappadocia, together with the City 
of Ce/area, as the Capital of his Kingdom. 
Conſtantine ratity'd this Diviſion by his lait 
Will; but altho' his Authority had Weight 
enough during his Liſe, to put a Check to the 
Sallies of Jealouſy and Ambition, yet his Memory 
was not ſufficient to produce the ſame happy 
Effects after his Death; and theſe Princes, 
mutually jealous of each other's Grandeur, in- 
ſtead of aſſiſting one another, labour'd only at 
their own Deſtruction. We mult not paſs over 
in Silence, how Conſtantine ſeeing himſelf ab- 
ſolute, and undiſturb'd in his Poſſeſſion of the 
whole Empire, made a Reſolution, as it were 
to adminiſter to himſelf a Pleaſure worthy ſo 
great a Man, by founding a new City towards the 
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Faft, and to tranſport the Seat of the Empire 
to 45 Place. About two hundred Years be- 
fore, Lucius Verus inchanted with the Effemi- 
nacy, the Luxury, and the effeminate Pleaſures 
of the Eaſterns, had form'd a Defign of ſet- 
tling himſelf among them, and twas with the 
utmoſt Regret, that he yielded to the wiſe Re- 
monſtrances of Marcus Aurelius, and return d 
to Rome. Conſtantine was, therefore, reſoly'd 
to execute what Ferus had but projected. He 
had Thoughts at firſt of building his new 
City between Troade, and the ancient [/ium, 
upon the Coait of Aſia; that he was pretty 
far advanc'd in the Execution of his Plan, is 
not to be diſputed, from the Incloſure and Gates, 
which remain'd in that Place for near two Cen- 
turies after. But he chang'd his Reſolution, 
and built ic on the ſame Spot, on which Bizan- 
tium had ſtood ; which Severus, enrag'd that it 
had reſiſted him in a three Years Siege, had 
rain'd, and ſtript it of its Privileges as a City, 
to make it ſubordinate to that of Heraclea. Con- 
ſantine was charm'd with its Situation, and re- 
ſolv d to make it either the ſecond, or perhaps the 
firſt City in the Empire. He employ'd but five 
Years in that great Work, and dedicated it on 
Monday the 11th of May, Anno Chriſti 330, 
and of Rome 1083, and chang'd its Name from 
Byzantium to that of Conſtantinople, or the City of 
Conſlantine , or as Others have it Second Rome, 
or New Rome. He was, moreover, deſirous 
that it ſhould be as great as old Rome, and en- 
by the fame Rights and Privileges. All the 
Empire of the Eaſt, quite to the Cities which 
are 
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are ſeated upon the Danube, and to Duras, that 
is to ſay all the Eaſtern Ilhrium, and © Lybig 
Cyrenaica were made ſubordinate to it. . 

HE alſo honour'd it with what was call'd 
the Italic Right ; that is to ſay, an Exemption Ml « 
from all the Tributes that Jzaly enjoy'd, and N 
the Right of regulating themſelves by the ſame 
Laws and Cuſtoms. Procopius having taken it 
Anno Dom. 365. depriv'd it of its Privileges, 
but Valens afterwards reſtor'd them all. 

BUT this "Tranſplantation of the Imperial a 
Throne into the Eaſtern Part of the World, M 3 
did not always break the Unity of the Empire, . 
which was not properly divided till after the 
Death of Theodoſius the Great, who left it to 
his two Sons, Honorius and Arcadius, whom 
he had aſſociated with himſelf in the Empire 
at different Times, the Elder of which was 
but eighteen Years of Age, and the other but 
ten. He gave the Eaſt to the Eldeſt, and 
the Ye} to the youngeſt Son. "Lhele young 
Princes had neither the Age, nor the Qualitics 
neceſſary to rule; and when they were come to 
Years fit for it, they were both ſo ſoft and el- 
feminate, that altho' Enemies were eternally 

reſenting themſelves both within and without 
Joors, yet had they never the Courage to dray 
their Swords, or ſet themſelves at the Head of 
their Troops; they, on the contrary, thut them: 
ſelves always up, not in their Cabinets to hold 
a Council there, and to give out their neceſſary 
Orders; but among their Women and Eunuchs, 
whoſe Diverſion they were, no leſs than of their 
Miniſters. k 
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AFTER this Diviſion, the two Empires were 
torn to pieces by ſeveral Storms; but that of 
the Faf, was firſt ruin'd by the Effeminacy of 
irs Emperors, by the Ambition of the Officers 
of the Ilililia; but what gave the finiſhing 
Stroke was the Irruptions of the Northern 
Nations, who had ſworn its Deſtruction, and 
were continually oppreſſing it. It fell by little 
and little, and loft its Strength, and expir'd fi- 
nally in Auguſtulus, lo calld in Derifion. Odoa- 
cer, King of the Heruli, entring into Italy with 
a conſiderable Army, made himſelf Maſter of 
Rome, and clapp'd up that Prince in a Caſtle in 
Campania. Such was the Fall of that proud 
City, whoſe Thirſt of Ambition the whole Uni- 
verſe cou'd not ſatiate; it had not the Art of 
maintaining itſelf in its Splendor, and divided 
in its own Bowes, fell inſenſibly into its firſt 
Obſcurity, afteryAhad paſs'd thro' a Variety of 


Revolutions. 
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